LESSON 2

WHAT IS AMERICAN DEMOCRACY?
This lesson provides information on the rights and responsibilities of the individual in an American democracy.

Learning Objectives:

1. Students will identify the rights and responsibilities of a person living in America.

2. Students will define relevant vocabulary.

Casas Competencies:

1. 5.1.1 Identify voter qualifications

2. 5.2.2  Identify or interpret U.S. historical documents

3. 5.6.3  Interpret civic responsibilities, such as voting, and taxes

4. 5.3.2  Identify individual legal rights

Materials Needed:

1. A copy of worksheets 2-A, 2-B, 2-C, and 2-E per student.

Suggested Activities:

1. Handout worksheet 2-A and have a student read aloud the text.  Define and discuss the vocabulary.  Encourage class discussion by asking the students to describe the form of government in their native countries.
2. Distribute worksheet 2-B to each student.  Have a student read aloud the text.  Ask students if their countries of origin have a constitution.  Discuss the vocabulary terms.
3. Distribute worksheets 2-C and 2-D to each student.  Have a student read aloud the text.  Define and discuss the vocabulary terms.  Read aloud The Bill of Rights as a class. 

4. Application activity: do worksheet 2-E together as a class.

5. To summarize the lesson, ask students to name the rights and responsibilities listed in The Bill of Rights.

WORKSHEET 2-A

DEMOCRACY
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Every country has a form of government.  The United States is a democracy.  In a democracy, people choose their own leaders.  They choose by voting in elections.

____________________________________

VOCABULARY

form=an accepted way of doing something

government=the people who make laws

democracy=people choose their own leaders

choose/choice=to pick

voting=a person’s opportunity to say who they want to be their 

leaders

elections=the time (usually once a year in November) when 

citizens choose their leaders

WORKSHEET 2-B

THE CONSTITUTION
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The Constitution is the document written in 1787 that tells how the United States government works.  It is the supreme law of the land.   It explains the powers and responsibilities of the government.

The Constitution gives basic rights to all people living in the United States.  It also says that people must pay taxes and obey the laws.  People have the duty to vote if they are citizens.

_____________________________________________________

VOCABULARY

document=important paper

basic rights=things the government lets you do

supreme=most important

responsibility/duty=something you must do

power=to be able to do something-the law says you can

obey=to do what you are told to do

taxes=money you pay the government for services (police, 

firefighters)

citizens=a person who has documents that show they are legal

members of a country.

WORKSHEET 2-C

THE BILL OF RIGHTS
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In 1791 ten amendments were added to the Constitution.  The first ten amendments are called the Bill of Rights.  It gives everyone important rights including; the right to assemble, the right to free speech, freedom of the press, and freedom of religion.

VOCABULARY

amendment=a change made to the constitution

assemble=to meet with other people

free speech=you can say what you want

free press=you can say what you want in the media 

(newspaper, radio, and television)

freedom of religion=you can worship any way you want to/

or you can choose not to worship

WORKHEET 2-D

THE BILL OF RIGHTS (AMENDMENTS 1-10)

AMENDMENT  1. People have religious freedom; there is not government sponsored religion.  People can say or print what they want.  Groups of people can meet peacefully.  People can ask for a change in government.

AMENDMENT  2. People can have weapons or own guns (with restrictions).

AMENDMENT  3. The government cannot make people keep soldiers in their homes (unless the country is at war).

AMENDMENT  4. The government may not search or take a person’s property without a warrant (court order).

AMENDMENT  5.  A person may not be tried twice for the same crime and does not have to testify against himself or herself.

AMENDMENT  6.  A person charged with a crime has the right to a trial and a lawyer.

AMENDMENT  7.  A person charged with a crime has the right to a trial by a jury.

AMENDMENT  8.  The government cannot charge fines that are too high.  The government cannot punish people in a cruel or unusual way.

AMENDMENT  9.  People have rights in addition to those listed in the Constitution.

AMENDMENT  10.  If the Constitution does not give power to the federal government, that power belongs to the state or to the people.

WORKSHEET 2-E

Directions: Write the number of the amendment that applies to the following situations.  Some of the situations are breaking the amendment law and some are following the law.

___ 1.  At the local college, Tanya Smith is giving a speech called “Is Communism Good for Our Country?”
___2.  The police think Bobby Rivers is selling drugs.  While he is at the store, they search his apartment without permission.
___3.  Amy Samuel was charged with stealing a van.  Because she has no money, the court appointed a lawyer for her.

___4.  The neighbors on Collingwood Street are meeting tonight to talk about crime in their community.
___5.  Michele Taylor keeps a gun in her nightstand for protection against thieves.  She has a license for the gun.
___6.  Jose Martinez was fined $500 for speeding.
___7.  The Snyder family goes to the United Methodist Church every Sunday.

___8.  The county newspaper published a letter written by John  Mills disagreeing with the mayor’s ideas about public schools.
Discuss which situations are breaking one of the laws.
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