LESSON 3

WHY SHOULD I BECOME A CITIZEN?

This lesson compares citizenship and non-citizenship, learning percentages, and covers basic map skills.  It also provides resources to help students pursue naturalization if desired.

Learning Objectives:

1. Students will identify the benefits of citizenship.

2. Students will define relevant vocabulary.

3. Students will identify percentages.

4. Students will locate various regions of the United States.

CASAS COMPETENCIES:

1. 5.2.4  Interpret information about U.S. states, cities, geographical features…

2. 5.3.6  Interpret information or identify requirements for establishing and/or obtaining citizenship

3. 6.4.2  Apply a percent in a context not involving money

Materials Needed:

1. A copy of worksheets 3-A, 3-B, 3-C, 3-D, and 3-E per student.

2. A copy of the Spanish Speaking Attorney list and the Legal Assistance Project sheet.

Suggested Activities:

1. Distribute worksheets 3-A and 3-B to each student.  Compare and contrast the differences between the rights of non-citizens and citizens.  Discuss the meaning of “hold public office”.

2. Distribute worksheet 3-C and have a student read aloud the text.  Discuss the definitions.

3. Distribute worksheet 3-D.  Have a student read aloud the text.  Work the percentage lesson together as a class.

4. Distribute worksheet 3-E.  Read the text and have the students locate the six states listed and mark them on the map.  Discuss the north, south, east, and west regions of the country.

5. Distribute copies of the Spanish Speaking Attorney list and the Legal Assistance Project to each student.  Explain that they can contact these people if they need assistance taking steps to become naturalized.

WORKSHEET 3-A
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PERCENTAGES

The INS estimates that 7 million immigrants lived in the U.S,
in January 2000, 69% of those immigrants were from Mexico.

Estimate=to make a guess using some facts

Percents are used with things other than

Picture it
¢ wiord percent means “per 100" or S,
for every 100 The sign for percent fs % 2 This igure shows a 10-block-by
50 1% means I for every 100, or 1 outof 10-block section of town. The shaded
100, blocks are going 10 get new sidewalks.

To understand what percent means,
think o money. You know thata dolar T
equals 100 cents 1

100 cents T

What percent of this section is going
togetnew sidewalks?

Lcent I
Apenny s 1% of a dollar.

Count the shaded blocks. There are 40
blocks shaded. 40 out of 100 is 40%, 40%
of this section of town is going (o get new
sidewalks

cents
Anickel is 5% of a dollar.

percent _per 100 or for every 100
The sign for percent s %.

= 25cents
Aquarter is 25% of a dollar.

Here's an Example
A half dollar = % of a dollar

You know a half dollar is 50 cents. 50 out



NON-citizens can do many things in the United States.
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     Drive a car                                Own a home or land if 

                                                                                                   you can pay cash
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Go to school                                              Work             

WORKSHEET 3-B

[image: image6.wmf]But only citizens can do some things.
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    Vote

                                          Travel outside of 

                                          the U.S. with a

[image: image8.wmf]                                          passport

                                      Hold public office

WORKSHEET 3-C

Immigration Facts and Definitions
The Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) is the government agency that processes immigration applications for legal status.  They decide who can enter and stay in the U.S.  They also enforce U.S. immigration laws.

Definitions

The following terms and definitions will be helpful in understanding immigration.

Alien=a person who is not a citizen of the country they are living in

Immigrant=a person who leaves a country to start a new life in another country

Deportation=being forced to leave a country and not being allowed to enter the country again unless with legal documents

Green Card=a document that allows people to come in the U.S. to live permanently.  Usually for people who are sponsored by their employers, people related to someone in the U.S., or for those seeking asylum

Asylum=entry to the U.S. given to a person who is being persecuted because of their race, religion, nationality, or political opinion

Naturalization=the process of a country giving citizenship to a foreign person

Permanent Residency=lets a person live permanently in the U.S.,to travel in and out of the U.S. without a visa, and to work at any job

Enforce=to demand obedience
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Most of the new immigrants are living in the U.S.
California, Texas, Iilinois, Arizona, Georgia, and North Carolina.
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Internet Resources

For a list of Spanish-speaking attorneys, go to http://ncatl.org, click on Find a Lawyer (across the top of the page).  Click on click here in the box titled Spanish-speaking lawyers.

For information on the North Carolina Immigrants Legal Assistance Project, go to http://ncjustice.org.  Click on Litigation and Legal Assistance.  Scroll down and click on site map.  Scroll down and click on Request Legal Assistance (under the heading Litigation and Legal Assistance).  Now click on Immigrants Legal Assistance Project.
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