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Course:  On the Job  

Unit:  Work Basics

Lesson:  Work Safety


Competency Objectives:
The learner will know about safety procedures in a work environment.

Suggested Criteria for Success:
The learner will identify safety signs and equipment and will explain fire drill procedures.

Suggested Vocabulary:
safety

fire drill

caution 

emergency shower

danger

ear protection
hard hat

safety equipment

flammable
regulations
electricity
poisonous material

radiation

eye protection
notice

authorized personnel only

Suggested Materials:
 pens or pencils and paper

 chalk/marker and black/white board

 handout of Safety Signs and Symbols, included at the end of this lesson, one copy per student

 lesson plan Activities with Safety Picture Cards from http://www.spring-institute.org/

.  Click on Projects, then on English Language Training Project (left side of screen), then on Free Resources/Publications.  Now click on SCANS Plans:  Activities with Safety Picture Cards.

Suggested Resources:
 http://www.leonardsafety.com/leonardsafety.storefront/..This is a commecial site but has potentially printable safety signs.  Click on Marking/Signage.  Scroll down.

 http://www.ohioglove.com/.  Also a commmercial site.  Click on Products.

 Safety handouts obtained from local employers.

 Any favorite or available Job Readiness and/or Job Search Workbooks, pamphlets, brochures, and handouts.  Some of this material may need to be modified for ESL lessons.

 NCSOICC (North Carolina State Occupational Information Coordinating Committee) site has information at http://www.nccareers.org.  Click on Begin NC Careers.

 Resources available through your local Public Library, County, State, or Federal Employment Centers, JobLink Centers, Local Community College Career Centers, and Human Resources Development Programs.

 The Employment Security Commission of North Carolina at http://www.ncesc.com/.  Click on Individual Services.

Suggested Methods:
Introduce/review vocabulary/terminology

Introduce/review signs for work safety

Guest speaker from the fire department

Show equipment for work safety

Some Suggested Steps

Safety Signs.  Distribute the handout.  Review safety signs and symbols with the class.  Look for consistencies among the signs.  For example, on the handout you will see

· red color on many signs

· diagonal stripes on fire-related signs -- 8 and 19

· the same symbols, with and without words -- 17 and 18,   9 and 10

· left to right diagonal to mean “no” – 1 and 3

· similarity in design for signs that say DANGER

· similarity in design for signs that say CAUTION

Note:  The symbols-only signs on the handout are

1)    No Smoking

5)    Fire Extinguisher

10)  Hard Hat Area

11)  Flammable

18)  Radiation

23)  Poison

24)  Emergency Shower

Journal Work.  Have learners draw five safety signs they find in a day/week and note (write down) where they saw each sign.  At the next class students will get to share their findings with their classmates.  Did anyone find a safety signs that is not shown on the attached pages?  

NOTE:  The STOP sign used in the handout may lead some students to look for traffic signs.  Suggest that streets and highways usually have traffic safety signs, which the class will study in a unit on transportation.  Learners are more likely to find the health and safety signs posted inside public buildings and at construction/work sites.

Safety Equipment.  Introduce safety equipment that employers may require employees to use. (i.e. back braces, gloves, hardhats, steel-toe boots, ear protection, protective eyewear, etc).  Ask learners (1) to bring in safety equipment they wear at work and (2) to share information about safety requirements they must follow in their work environments.

Fire Safety.  Ask fire department personnel to discuss/demonstrate fire safety procedures ( with a focus on the work environment) and hazardous materials safety procedures.  Arrange for a real fire drill if possible.  Prepare your class for this visit before a fireman arrives.

Journal Work.  Explain a fire drill to a new employee.  Write your explanation in your Journal.

Safety Signs and Symbols
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Course:  On the Job  

Unit:  Work Basics

Lesson:  Work Safety

Suggested Resources:
English ASAP  Connecting English to the Workplace.  ISBN# 0-8172-7950-4.  Publisher: Steck-Vaughn.  This resource conveys in simple terms the comprehensive health and safety issues for the beginning learner.

Key Vocabulary for a Safe Workplace  ISBN# 1-56420-175-9. Publisher: New Readers Press.  This resource is reproducible.  It includes simple forms for students to complete and questions for students to answer.
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