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Course:  North Carolina

Unit:  North Carolina Ghosts

[image: image4.wmf]Lesson:  The Devil’s Tramping Ground

Competency Objectives:
Learners will read, tell, or write a legend.

Suggested Criteria for Success:
Learners will participate in class work and Journal Work, performing at the level of accuracy that befits their current experience.

Suggested Vocabulary:
devil
tramping
centuries
native 




satan
pacing

sterile

Prince of Darkness




other words identified by learners 

Suggested Materials:
 Teacher-selected/composed version(s) of the legend of The Devil’s Tramping Ground.

 A multi-media classroom or internet connection and LCD projector can be used for viewing the stories.

 A North Carolina map for each student or small group.

 pens or pencils and paper

Suggested Resources:
Websites with the story of The Devil’s Tramping Ground include:

http://www.prairieghosts.com/devgrd.html  

http://www.secstate.state.nc.us/kidspg/devil.htm  

http://www.angelfire.com/ca4/con/devil.html  The story in three sentences.

http://www.geocities.com/trampingground/  Click on the story title. If you have difficulty finding this, use your favorite search engine to look for Edward Bain’s Dark Flash Animations.  Your will need a multimedia classroom or internet connection and an LCD projector.

http://deviljazz.tripod.com/ A short version of the story.

http://www.hauntednc.com/  Highlight Investigations and Legends.  Click on NC Legend: Devil’s Tramping Ground.  The story is told with modern-day commentary.

Visit your local library for books on North Carolina ghost stories, including that of The Devil’s Tramping Ground.

http://www.visitnc.com  Visit North Carolina.  Put your cursor on Travel Tools under the picture and click on Brochure & Travel Info in the drop-down menu. Or--for direct access--try http://www.ncdot.org/public/publicationshttp://www.visitnc.com/request_pubs.asp


.  This site lets you to order a free North Carolina travel package that includes a state map.  You can also call 1-800-VISITNC to inquire about buying multiple copies of the state map.  Another map site is .

Suggested Methods:
Discussion, Pre-reading or Listening Preparation, Reading or Listening, Map Work, Group Work, Writing.

Some Suggested Steps


Things You Can’t Explain.  Review the handout from the end of this lesson on The Brown Mountain Lights.  Ask your students, “Is there a way to explain things we do not understand that is not shown on the page?”  If they do not know a word for the concept(s) they want to name, have them draw a picture.  

Learning about the Legend.  Tell students that they will be reading or listening to another North Carolina legend.  Give the following questions to help guide the reading/listening activity.

1.  According to the legend, what causes the tramping ground?

2.  What shape is the tramping ground?  How big is it?  What does it look like?

3.  What are several ways people have tried to explain the tramping ground?

4.  What happens to items left in the tramping ground? 

5.  What is in the soil of the tramping ground?

6.  How long ago was the tramping ground discovered by North Carolina settlers?

7.  In what North Carolina county in the tramping ground located?

Reading/Listening Activity.  Tell the story of The Devil’s Tramping Ground to groups that can’t handle the level of the reading.  Make sure to include answers to all the questions above.  For classes that can do the reading, use the Suggested Resources to type the story in your own words.  Let the learners work in small groups to answer the questions suggested above prior to class discussion on the questions.  During small group work, give learners a chance to identify words that are puzzling to them.  Discuss and define these words.  Share them with the whole class.

Map Work.  Use a North Carolina map to find the approximate location of The Devil’s Tramping Ground.  Ask students:  (1) Can you find Chatham County?  (2) Can you find Siler City?

Respond in Writing.  Directions to learners:  Pretend you are going to try to spend the night at the Devil’s Tramping Ground.  What would you take with you?  Why?  How would you feel?

Open Discussion Questions.  What do you think might explain The Devil’s Tramping Ground?

      What is a story from your homeland in which the Devil plays a part?

Journal Work.  When hunters go through the woods near the Devil’s Tramping Ground, their dogs will not go into the area of the tramping ground.  Write from a dog’s point of view.  What does the dog see/feel/know about the tramping ground?  What have his dog ancestors told him?  This is a good chance to let imagination run wild!

Alternate Assignment:  Write the story of The Devil’s Tramping Ground in your own words.
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