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Course:  North Carolina

Unit:  North Carolina Ghosts

Lesson:  The Maco Light

Competency Objectives:
Learners will read, tell, or write a legend.

Suggested Criteria for Success:
Learners will participate in class work and Journal Work, performing at the level of accuracy that befits their current expertise.

Suggested Vocabulary:
conductor
uncoupled
lantern

fog




tracks

caboose

decapitated
swamp

other words identified by learners

Suggested Materials:
 Teacher-selected/composed version(s) of The Maco Light.

 A multi-media classroom or internet connection and LCD projector can be used for viewing the stories.

 A North Carolina map for each student or small group.

 pens or pencils and paper

Suggested Resources:
Websites with the story of The Maco Light include:

http://prairieghosts.com/maco.html
http://www.icw-net.com/tales/maco.htm
http://www.ghosts.org/ghostlights/maco.html  (a short version)

http://www.secstate.state.nc.us/kidspg/maco.htm  (a mid-length version)

http://ibiblio.org/ghosts/maco.html  (a long version)

http://www.hauntednc.com/  Highlight Investigations and Legends.  Move across and click on The Maco Light.  The last three paragraphs give the story.

Visit your local library for books on North Carolina ghost stories, including that of The Maco Light.

http://www.visitnc.com  Visit North Carolina.  Put your cursor on Travel Tools under the picture and click on Brochure & Travel Info in the drop-down menu. Or--for direct access--try http://www.ncdot.org/public/publicationshttp://www.visitnc.com/request_pubs.asp


.  This site lets you to order a free North Carolina travel package that includes a state map.  You can also call 1-800-VISITNC to inquire about buying multiple copies of the state map.  Another map site is .

Suggested Methods:
Discussion, Pre-reading or Listening Preparation, Reading or Listening, Map Reading, Group Work, Writing.

Some Suggested Steps

Things You Can’t Explain.  How do you feel about the idea of ghosts wandering the earth?  Do you think such a thing is possible?

Learning about the Legend.  Tell students that they will be reading or listening to another North Carolina legend.  Give the following questions to help guide the reading/listening activity.

1.  What is the name of the ghost in The Maco Light?

2.  What was his job?

3.  What happened to cause his death?

4.  Why did he haunt the area? 

5.  In what county does this story take place?  What major N.C. town is Maco near?

6.  What other North Carolina legend has an unexplained light in it?

7.  What American President saw the Maco lights?  When?

8.  Do people still see the light today?  Why or why not?

Reading/Listening Activity.  Tell the story of The Maco Light to groups that can’t handle the reading.  Make sure to include answers to all the questions above.  For classes that can handle the reading, use one or more of the versions in Suggested Resources to develop and type the story in your own words.  Let the learners work in small groups to answer the questions suggested above prior to class discussion on the questions.  During small group work, give learners a chance to identify words that are puzzling to them.  Discuss and define these words.  Share them with the whole class as vocabulary words.

Map Work.  Use a North Carolina map to find the approximate location of The Maco Light.  Ask learners:   (1) Can you find Brunswick County?  (2) Can you find Wilmington?  (3) Can you find Maco?

Respond in Writing.  Directions to learners:  When the ghostly light appeared, do you think Joe Baldwin was looking for his head or trying to signal an approaching train?  Why do you make your choice?

Open Discussion Questions.  Why do you think the ghost disappeared when the railroad tracks were

removed?  Does your answer to this question change your thoughts about the question in the writing assignment above?

Tell a story from your homeland that has a ghost in it.

Journal Work.  Pretend you are Joe Baldwin.  Write a letter to the townspeople of Maco.  Address your letter to the editor of the local newspaper (Maco Times).  Explain what happened to you, what you were doing in the years after the accident when you were spotted with the lantern, why you stopped appearing after the tracks were removed, and add anything else you want to say to the people.  (Review the lesson Writing a Letter in the Unit on The Post Office in Domain Two.)

Alternate Assignment:  Write the story of The Maco Light in your own words.
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