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Course:  Community Living

Unit:  Public Schools

Lesson:  School

Lesson Objective:
Learners will be able to use language for information purposes.

Learners will be able to use classroom etiquette.

Suggested Vocabulary:
class

teacher

student

principal

book

desk

pencil

question

study

homework
school

work

learn

test

paper

write

instructor
talk

listen

read

write

parents

public school
private school

raise your hand

Suggested Materials:
Copies of the Reading, Grammar, and Dialogue handouts included at the end of this lesson.
Pens, pencils, or markers and paper.

Access to a computer lab with internet access or to a single computer with internet access, an LCD projector, and a screen.

A camera and film.  Ask students to bring their own cameras if possible (perhaps purchase disposable cameras).

Some Suggested Steps

Reading.  Use the Reading handout from the end of this lesson to build reading proficiency and learn about asking questions.

Grammar:  Who, What, When Where, Why?  Use the Grammar handout to help students learn the interrogative words who, what, when, where, and why.

Dialogue.  Use the Dialogue handout to read and practice the dialogue in the class.  Lead your class in a study of the dialogue for content, context, and the grammar lesson on questions.

Media.  Visit a computer lab.  Show students how to search for the local school system in your area.  Then let them experience the process of retrieving the web page(s) on the local school system.  Once the local school system page loads, work as a class to navigate through the important pictures and information on the website.

Community Action.  Tour your campus and make a bulletin board of campus figures.  Students can take cameras on the tour and later prepare a bulletin board using/labeling their pictures.  As a class, compile a list of questions to be answered on your tour.

If your class is a family literacy class, or if your students have children in public school, consider a tour of a local elementary school.  Again, compile a class list of questions to be answered on your tour and record and/or make pictures of the important elements and figures in the school.

Reading
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Everyone up to the age of sixteen must go to school in North Carolina.  Do your children go to school?  Do they go to elementary school or middle school or high school? In which grades are they? What is the name of your child’s school?  Who is the teacher?  Do your children ride a bus to school?  Do you take them to school?  Do they like school?

Grammar:  Questions

Question Words:  Who

What

When

Where 
Why

Use the pictures to guide you to the correct answer.  Numbers 6 and 7 are challenge questions.
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1. ____________ is he? 
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2. ___________color do I use, red or blue? 
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3. ___________is class?
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4. [image: image8.png]


_________is this?     

5. ______________is the school? 

[image: image9.png]



*6.    ______________is wrong?


*7.    ____________do I answer this?

*Questions 6 and 7 require instructor’s guidance and context.

Dialogue

Peggy and Juan Carlos are talking to their neighbors Cindy and James about finding a school for their 7 year old child.


Peggy:
Juan and I are trying to enroll our little Maria in public school.  Do you know how we can do that?

Cindy:
Of course.  How old is Maria?

Peggy:
She is seven years old.  This is the first time she has gone to school in the United States.  She is afraid.  I am afraid too.

James:
You do not have to be afraid.  I am a teacher.  I teach the first grade at Lois Bell Elementary school.  It is close to our neighborhood.

Juan:
This is good news.  Will you help us enroll our little Maria? We do not know what to do.

James:
I will be glad to help.

Cindy:
Where is Maria now?

Peggy:
She is staying with her grandmother for the weekend.


I am so glad we talked about enrolling Maria in school.


I feel so much better now.
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