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Course:  Community Living

Unit:  Entertainment and Recreation

Lesson:  What Activities Do You Like?
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NOTE:  This lesson can be extended for several class periods to do more activities and/or revisited at a later time and repeated with increasing demands on students’ verbal competencies as they strengthen their communication skills.

Competency Objectives:
The adult learner will discuss with classmates one or more activities he/she likes to do for recreation and entertainment.

Suggested Criteria for Success:
The adult student will improve his/her conversation skills by telling others about favorite activities and answering questions from them about those activities.

Suggested Vocabulary:
TV

movies

restaurant
travel




bar

museum

music 

shopping




parks

reading

sports

ethnic celebrations










church groups

Suggested Materials:
Collect magazine/newspaper pictures of people involved in activities like dining, football, tennis, and dancing.  Also good are movie ads and ads for local museums (maybe living history days), recreation department activities, parades, and celebrations.




Paper and pens/pencils, and colored pencils for drawing.




Local newspaper, one per student.


Local telephone book, one per student.  (Students may be asked to bring their home copy.)


List of scavenger hunt items to find in newspaper or telephone book, one copy per student, or put the list on the board, or use overhead projector and transparency.


Handouts from the end of this lesson on The Frog.  Computer and LCD projector if you want to use the power point version of The Frog (http://www.nc-net.info/ESL/Domain2_TheFrog.ppt).


Conversation cards, discussion starters questions, TV materials from Suggested Resources below in accord with your plans for instruction.

Suggested Resources:
For a lesson called Turn off the TV, with a dialogue and terms like couch potato, prime time, sit com, go to http://www.englishpage.com.  Click on Vocabulary in the Menu (left side of screen).  Click on Turn off the TV in the list of lessons.  Scroll to the bottom of the material for the options Vocabulary in Conversation and Vocabulary Follow Up.

http://www.eslpartyland.com/teachers/conversation/cqentertainment.htm is a series of conversation questions about entertainment.  At the bottom of the page, click on “Return to Teaching Conversation” where you can then click on Ideas for Using Conversation Cards Sets, a link located just above the bright blue list of conversation questions.

http://www.eslpartyland.com/teachers/skills/lpentertainment.htm has a lesson plan called Entertainment that uses the Conversation Questions, the Ideas page mentioned above, and .the site below on a scavenger hunt.

http://www.eslpartyland.com/teachers/skills/sfwkly.htm gives the San Francisco weekly scavenger hunt.  This newspaper hunt will give you ideas that you can adapt to your local newspaper using activities that are appropriate to the ages of your students and available in the area where you live.

http://iteslj.org  In the Search This  Website box, enter Conversation Questions for the ESL/EFL Classroom.  Select Entertainment (TV, Radio, Games, Gambling, . . . .).  Try http://iteslj.org/questions/entertainmen.html to access the site directly.

Your local telephone book likely includes community information--probably in the front--that tells about area attractions, parks and recreation sites, and a calendar of local events.  Some newspapers publish special inserts seasonally about fall foliage routes, seasonal celebrations, spring flings, and summer sun that can be collected, saved, and used as needed.  Newspapers also typically list activities in the entertainment section that can be used for class.

Suggested Methods:
Drawing, Discussion, Group Storytelling, Listening, Matching, Oral Conversation (Pronunciation), Journal Work

Some Suggested Steps:
Introduction.  Draw a picture of an activity you like and tell students about it.  What is it called?  Why do you like it?  Show students several pictures of other activities.  Pass the pictures around or tack them on the board.  Ask students what words they already know that will describe the pictures.  Work out about two sentences for each activity.  These may follow a pattern appropriate to the grammar that you are teaching at this point in your class.  Write the sentences above the pictures and let the students copy the sentences in their Journals.

Drawing.  Ask students to draw a picture of an activity that they like.  At this time, it does not matter if they have the words to talk about this activity, because class will work as a group to describe their art.  Ask each student to show his/her picture.  Give each artist the first opportunity to describe his/her activity.  Classmates may help as needed.  Again, work out about two sentences for each activity. 

Wildlife.  Often you will see wildlife when you are outside.  Pretend you are on a picnic.  You have brought paper plates, napkins, cups, and a tablecloth in a box.  Use the handout at the end of this lesson entitled The Frog to review some prepositions of place.  If you can access a computer and LCD projector, a power point version of The Frog is included.

Chain Story.  Identify the character(s) and set the scene.  Then let each student add a sentence to the story.  Some students may take the story in a very different direction by the sentence they provide.  If nothing interesting occurs, exercise your prerogative as instructor to add a sentence.  If you class is too large for a single story, say when the next two people must end the story.  Then start a new story with the next student.

Story starter:  Carlos is a single man who likes to party.  (This story can be given a twist by having Carlos arrested for drunk driving, or falling in love, or giving up parties to become a mentor to a neighborhood child.)

Story starter:  Nancy is eleven years old and she loves to play football.  More than anything, she wants to play on the men’s Varsity team in high school.  

Story starter:  Birgette loves to try different foods.  Njord, her husband, likes a hamburger and fries.  (This couple can try all types of restaurants with friends from different countries.  Njord always orders the same thing.)

Story starter:  A different kind of story starter is at http://www.funbrain.com/funbrain/wacky.  You need computer and internet access in the classroom.  Click on See All Stories.  Choose Joe’s Frog or My Summer Vacation.  This activity is good for more advanced students who are in a mixed classroom.  Why do some words work and others generate nonsense stories?  Let those who are working with the computer write out and turn in the best story they generate.

Scavenger Hunt.  Use the local newspaper or telephone book to develop a scavenger hunt for recreational and entertainment activities.  See http://www.eslpartyland.com/teachers/skills/sfwkly.htm to give you ideas.  Each student will need a copy of the newspaper or telephone book and a list of the “hunt” items to find.

Conversation Cards.  At http://www.eslpartyland.com/teachers/conversation/cqentertainment.htm you can find conversation cards.  Suggestions on using them in small groups, a card exchange, and surveys are at http://www.eslpartyland.com/teachers/conversation/ideascards.htm.

At http://iteslj.org/questions/entertainmen.html you will find questions about entertainment that are good discussion starters.  However, choose carefully or adjust some of the questions to avoid yes/no answers.

One Form of Entertainment.  Start at  http://www.englishpage.com
 and follow the directions in Suggested Resources above to a lesson called Turn off the TV.  Use it wholly or in part.  Included are colloquial vocabulary (couch potato, sit com), turn + a preposition (turn up, turn off, turn into, turn over, turn out), verb tenses, and the basis for discussion on compromise or on television viewing habits.

Journal Work.  Write about an activity that you like.  What is this activity?  Why do you like it?  How often do you do it?  How much skill does it require?  time?  money?  Would you describe it as relaxing?  energizing?  engrossing?  Other?  Why?  What do you learn from this activity that you like?  Does it help you improve in some way?  Does it remind you of your homeland?  Did you learn it there?  Would you do it there?  Do you want your children to do this activity?
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The frog is ________________ the box.


The frog is ________________ the box.
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The frog is ________ the box.


The frog is ________ the box.
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Prepositions of Place �Use one of the following prepositions to describe each picture


over		under		behind


in front of	in		on, on top of


between 			next to, beside
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