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Course:  Basic Information

Unit:  The Environment

Lesson:  The Seasons
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Competency Objectives:  The adult learner will name the seasons and typical seasonal activities.

Suggested Criteria for Success:
The learner will demonstrate understanding of seasonal changes by writing about activities associated with different seasons.

Suggested Vocabulary:

Fall (Autumn)
Winter

Spring

Summer





change

cold

season

hot





cycles

teacher-selected words from/for puzzles

Suggested Materials:
picture dictionary




puzzles from Bogglesworld or Puzzzlemaker  (See Suggested Resources.)




individual state maps (or N.C. map and overhead projector)

game handout from the end of this lesson, pennies to flip with game handout and 

        small pieces of colored construction paper as markers

poster board, magazines, scissors, glue, colored markers




pencils and paper

Suggested Resources:
http://bogglesworld.com.  Click on Word Searches (top of page).  Then click on any of the following for a seasonal word find puzzle:  Times of the Year, Summer, Autumn Words, or Winter Words.  Boggle's World is a free resource site for teachers to use in the classroom:  check the terms of use at the bottom of the home page.  You can make your own Word Search without pictures by using the site below.

http://www.puzzlemaker.com  Click on the drop-down menu  at Try Other Puzzles, and then click on Word Search.  As you create your puzzle, note the instructions at Check Your Puzzles.  You can use the back button and the recreate button to generate different versions of a puzzle.

http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Column/2623/.  Months of the Year.  This site includes information on the seasons.

http://www.EnchantedLearning.com/subjects/plants/Seasonsprintout.shtml.  An Apple Tree through the Seasons of the Year.  The design is for children, but you can use the concept—a tree that is bare in winter, blooms in spring, has leaves in the summer, and bears fruit in the fall—in your introduction of the seasons.

http://www.visitnc.com  Visit North Carolina. Click on Free Travel Info under Travel Tools, or try http://www.visitnc.com/tools_brochure_request.asp for direct access.  This site enables you to order a free North Carolina general travel package that includes a state map.  You can also call 1-800-VISITNC to inquire about purchasing multiple copies of the state map.

Suggested Methods:
Puzzles, Game, Discussion, Class Projects/Presentations, Writing
Some Suggested Steps

Puzzle.  Use the Times of the Year puzzle from Boggles World as a bridge from previous lessons.  This puzzle includes the months of the year, the days of the week, expressions of time, and the seasons.  Ask students to work the puzzle alone or in pairs.  If you want to create a puzzle without pictures, use http://www.puzzlemaker.com.

Check the puzzle.  Ask a different student to pronounce each word and show where he/she found it in the puzzle.  Identify the new words:  spring, summer, fall, winter.  The concept of four seasons in the life of an apple tree at http://www.EnchantedLearning.com/subjects/plants/Seasonsprintout.shtml may help illustrate the seasons.

Discussion.  Ask learners how the seasons in North Carolina differ from the seasons in their native countries?  How many seasons do they have in their native lands?

Use a state map to discuss seasonal changes in the mountains and on the coast.  What activities are common in the mountains in the winter?  What activities are common at the beach in the summer?  Use a picture dictionary, or pictures from magazines or clip art to help with this lesson.

Game.  Divide learners into twos or threes.  Give each student a copy of The Seasons game and a bit of colored construction paper to use as a marker.  Students take turns flipping a coin for the number of spaces to move:  heads = 2 spaces, tails = 1 space.  A player moves the appropriate number of spaces and then names the season he/she is on.  For an incorrect answer, the player must move back one space.  The first student to END wins.  You can make the game harder by asking the student to write or spell the season in addition to naming it.  Answers:  S, W, F, F, F, Spr, S, W, Spr, S, Spr, F, F, S, W, Spr, S, W, Spr, W.

Expansion Activities.  Break the class into four groups.  Assign each group a season.  Give each group a piece of poster board or a large sheet of paper.  Give the students magazines and have them cut out pictures that represent their season.  Pictures could be of anything that makes them think of the season, for example snow, flowers, or riding bikes.  Have the groups present their posters to the class.  Ask “Why does the picture remind you of (fall, spring, summer, winter)?”

Use the other puzzles from Boggles World (Summer, Autumn, Winter) as befits the expertise of class members.  More advanced students can use a dictionary to locate the meaning of new words and work a puzzle(s).  Class discussion should follow, or individual conference(s) if you are using these puzzles for only a few more advanced class members.

People have always recognized the importance of seasons.  Ask students if they can share celebrations or folklore from their native culture that relates to seasons.  This could be a writing activity or a topic for class presentations.

Journal Work.  What is your favorite season?  What do you like to do at this time of year?
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