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Course:  Basic Information

Unit:  Time

Lesson:  Reading the Clock


Competency Objectives:
The learner will be able to tell time.

Suggested Criteria for Success:
The learner reads/reports time accurately from a traditional clock.

The learner hears and records times accurately.

Using a U.S. time zone map, the learner will tell the time in another time zone when given the time in the zone where he/she is living.

Suggested Vocabulary:
Beginning
o’clock


a.m.

a quarter after/a quarter past

fifteen


p.m.

a quarter ‘till/a quarter to

half hour

clock 

half past


thirty


minutes

digital clock

forty-five

seconds

watch

midnight

noon

alarm clock

Intermediate

daylight savings time
Pacific

my time

Time Zone

Mountain 
your time

Central


Eastern 

Atlantic

Suggested Materials:
 A demonstration clock with a second hand that you can use to show time.

 A watch.  (Beginning students may have trouble with the difference between a watch and a clock.)

 A United States time zone map for each student.  (See your telephone book.)

If you have the necessary equipment access, make an overhead transparency of the time zone map for use in the classroom.

 Handouts from the end of this lesson.  For the clock faces, make a supply adequate to provide several sheets per student as needed.

 A television schedule for one evening copied from a standard newspaper or publication.  Have a copy for every student.

 A local bus, plane or train schedule reproduced as a handout.

 Instructor-made cards to match:  one set has digital time the other clock faces.  For intermediate students, the cards can include written expressions (a quarter after three, five to six, half past eight).

 Visual Aids from http://humanities.byu.edu.  See Suggested Resources below.

 Copies of Resource from the Classroom (at the end of this lesson).
Suggested Resources:
Your local telephone book typically has a United States Time Zone map in the introductory pages.

A local bus, plane or train schedule.

There is a lesson at http://humanities.byu.edu on giving the time of the day’s events.  Click on English Language Center, then click on Teacher Corner.  Click on Adult Education ESL Teachers Guide. Then Click on Section III and choose Lesson 3, Daily Activities.  We absolutely do not recommend Practice 9 in this lesson, but the Visual Aids (click at the top of the page) are helpful.  Also good are the suggestions that can be found by following the directions above to Section III, and clicking on Module VIII, Following a Narrative Sequence.
If you have access to a computer(s) with internet access in your classroom, you can use an online clock face at http://www.netrover.com/~jjrose/time/Time.html.  If you have difficulty with the direct address, use your favorite search engine and type in Room 108.  Choose the result that says Room 108, Kids stories, math, science, art . . . .  Click on the Math block, then on the topic Learn to Tell Time.

The following resources on time expressions can be used to expand the lesson for more advanced students:

To find a lesson on using time expressions (at the moment, when I arrive, next June), go to http://esl.about.com and enter the words use of time expressions in the search box on the far right of the screen.  Press Go.  When you have the results of this search, click on Lesson:  Use of Time Expressions.  You can try for direct access at http://esl.about.com/library/lessons/bltime.htm .

Go to http://www.eslcafe.com/ and click on Hint of the Day under Stuff for Students.  Type in Telling Time and click on Search All the Hints.  Scroll to the April 2000 dates.  Look for lessons on Telling Time ( #1, #2, #3, #4, and #6) by Dennis Oliver.  Lesson #5 is January 2000.  These give different ways of talking about time (i.e., on time, in time, at ___ o’clock, for the time being).
Suggested Methods:
Drill, Dictation, Matching, Problem Solving

Some Suggested Steps

Lecture/Discussion.  Review Cardinal Numbers.  Explain a.m. and p.m.
Practice.  Show times on the clock and have learners respond orally to tell the time.  Ask questions to determine what time you will show on the clock. What time/When did you get up?  What time do you go to work?  What time do you go to bed?  This class begins at _____ o’clock.  This class ends at _____ o’clock.  You can also use the expressions quarter after and half past with this activity.

Call out times and have learners record them by drawing hands on their clock-face pages.  (For a more challenging listening activity, use times such as 2:13 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.; 3:14 p.m. and 3:40 p.m.)  Show the correct answers on your demonstration clock.  Let students make any corrections on their pages.  Then ask students to write the time in the format 3:00 p.m. under the corrected clock faces.  Write the answers on the board and let students check and correct their written work.

Project.  Distribute a TV schedule and ask students to plan an evening of viewing from 6:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.  Each student should list the programs they will watch and the times those programs run.  They must switch TV channels at least twice.  Exchange lists with a partner to check the viewing plan.  Will it work?

Another approach to this activity is to have each student circle the programs he/she plans to watch, remembering to switch TV channels at least twice during the evening’s viewing.  Divide the class into groups to discuss the shows they will watch and what time these shows begin and end.

Matching.  Give students a pack of instructor-made cards.  One card will have a time on a clock face, another will have a time in digital form.  Students match the digital readings with the appropriate clock face.  For intermediate level students, expand this activity by adding cards with written information such as half past three or a quarter to four.

Times Two.  Practice some alternate ways to say the same time.  Then dictate time one way and ask students to write that time two ways, e.g. twelve fifteen and a quarter after twelve, two thirty and half past two, six forty-five and a quarter ‘till seven, five after six and six 05.  Ask students to read their answers aloud for pronunciation practice and to allow them to check their answers.

Dictation.  With beginning students (or as an introductory activity for intermediate students), dictate a series of statements.  (I eat breakfast at 7:00 p.m.  School starts for my child at 8:30 a.m.  Lunch is at 12:00 noon.  My doctor’s appointment is at 9:00 p.m.)  Instruct students to listen for the time given in each sentence.  You may choose to ask students to tell whether each sentence is a true or false statement based on the time alone.  Pass out copies of the sentences or use a single copy on an overhead projector to engender class discussion on why people do/do not take part in the activities in each sentence at the time given in the sentence.

For intermediate students, dictate ten sentences about a daily routine.  For example, “I eat breakfast at 7:15 a.m.”  Have students write out the dictation.  Check to see if the time is recorded correctly.  A dictation exercise from the classroom is included in the resources at the end of this lesson.

Time Zones.  Distribute time zone maps from a telephone book.  What time is it in class now?  What time is it in Denver?  Raleigh?  San Diego?  Des Moines?  New York?  Texas?  Wyoming?  Oregon?  If you have access to the equipment, an overhead transparency of the time zone map can facilitate this activity.

Intermediate students may be given situations such as the following and asked to respond, or there is a Resource from the Classroom at the end of this lesson that is a time zone activity.

· You are calling your friend Marie in Denver, Colorado.  It is 2:00 p.m. in Burlington, North Carolina.  What time is it in Denver?

· You are calling to place an order from a store in New York.  It is 10:00 a.m. in Burlington, N.C.  What time is it in New York?

· You are calling to place an order in San Diego, California.  Stores open in San Diego at 9:00 a.m.  It is 11:00 a.m. in Burlington, N.C.  What time is it in California?  Is the store open?

For advanced or high intermediate students, distribute a train, plane, or bus schedule and have students plan a round trip to a selected location.  The class will write the departure date and time, each stop or layover arrival and departure time, and the destination arrival time.  Write out the same information for a return trip.  Do this for a trip in the time zone where the student lives.  For more difficulty, ask students to schedule a trip (one-way) across time zones.  What time will it be at home when they arrive at their destination?  What time will it be in the time zone of their destination?

Discussion.  Talk about the importance of being on time in American culture.  Which of these can happen if you are late:  I lose my job.  I miss the start of the movie.  I miss my bus.  I don’t have time for lunch.  I miss my interview time and now the employer will not see me.  My friends must wait for me.  My friends leave without me.
Journal Work.  (Beginning)  Write about daily routines.  See the Suggested Resources section above to find visual aids at http://humanities.byu.edu.  These will help facilitate the activity.  Begin with the present simple:  He gets up.  He takes a shower.  The student can then use the visual aid as a guide to write about his/her own daily routine.  For example, “I get up at 6:00.”  (Intermediate)  Again using the student’s own daily activities as a starting point, use frequency adverbs to write about a typical day.
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Time Zones
(Intermediate to Advanced)

Directions:  Use the map of time zones in the United States to answer the following questions:

1.     If it is 3:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, what time is it in the other time zones?

Central Standard Time________________________

Mountain Standard Time______________________

Pacific Standard Time________________________

2.     If it is 2:00 p.m. in California, what time is it in North Carolina? _______________

3.     If it is 4:00 p.m. in Texas, what time is it in Washington? _______________

4.     If it is 8:00 a.m. in Iowa, what time is it in Utah? ____________________

5.     You leave the airport in Raleigh, North Carolina at 10:00 a.m.  It takes 3 hours to fly to Denver, Colorado.  What time is it in Denver when you arrive?  ______________

6.     You are taking a train from Richmond, Virginia to Atlanta, Georgia.  You leave Richmond at 6:15 a.m.  The train trip takes 6 hours.  What time will you arrive in Atlanta?__________________

7.     You live in Oregon and call your grandmother in Florida.  You call her at 9:00 p.m. from your home.  She’s not very talkative.  Why?_____________________________

8.     You are in Nevada and need to call your boss in South Carolina.  Your boss works 9-5.  You call him at 4:30 p.m. but you get his answering machine.   Why?__________

9.     A friend lives in Fresno, California.  You received a letter that said she would call you in Greenville, North Carolina at noon her time.  What time should you be home for her call? _____________

10.    Maria needs to call her insurance company in Charlotte, North Carolina.  Maria lives in New Mexico.  The company opens at 8:00 a.m.  Maria has to leave for work at 8:00 a.m.  Does she have time to call the insurance company before she leaves for work?___________  Explain your answer:____________________________________

Janice L Fisher           Pitt Community College


Time:  A Listening Exercise
(High Beginning to Intermediate)

This exercise helps students listen for key information.  It consists of ten sentences for the teacher to read aloud slowly.  On the first reading, students listen for the time mentioned in each sentence.  On the second reading, students listen for who the sentence is about and for the action/activity.  The teacher should stress that students can understand important information if they are listening for it, even though they may not yet catch every word a speaker says.

First Reading:  Tell students that, on the first reading, they should listen only for the time and for indicators of time such as a.m., p.m., evening, or morning, etc.  Read the following practice sentence and ask the students to write what they hear about time.  Read the sentence twice.

Tony leaves for work at 7:30 a.m.

Ask students what they wrote.  Put their responses on the board.  Then write 7:30 a.m. on the board and explain that this is all they should listen for in each sentence and all they should write on the first reading.

Listening Exercise:  Read each sentence aloud twice -- but no more than twice -- before going to the next sentence.  Be careful not to emphasize the time when reading.  (Note:  Do not correct the first read-through for time before doing the second read-through for person and activity.)

1. Jack goes to bed at 8:00 a.m.

2. Maria picks up the children at 5:00 p.m.

3. Alberto goes to English class from 1:00 to 3:15.

4. We usually eat breakfast around 7:00 a.m.

5. Jorge wakes up at 1:00 p.m.

6. We get up at 6:45 a.m.

7. Nadia gets home from work around 11:30 p.m.

8. Mr. Lee opens his store at 9:00 a.m.

9. Our train leaves tomorrow evening at 10:40.

10. Miss Brown will meet us at 2:30 this afternoon.

Second Reading:  Ask students to listen for and write down who the sentence is about and also the action/activity as you read the ten sentences again.  Read the following practice sentence twice.

Tony leaves for work at 7:30 a.m.
After the second reading, ask students what they wrote.  Then write Tony and leaves on the board.  Tell them that this is all they should listen for and write the second time.

Listening Exercise:  Read each sentence in the Listening Exercise (above) twice, but no more than twice, before going to the next sentence.  Be careful not to emphasize the person or activity.

Checking the Work:  Pair students and let them compare what they wrote.  Finally, ask students to turn in what they wrote.  Write the correct time, person, and activity on the board.  In the first sentence this would be 8:00 p.m.     Jack     goes (to bed).
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