
Tell Me About You

Scenario

While ESL participants are interested in word recognition, they want to be able to understand and carry on simple conversation.  They are delighted to be able to comprehend and respond properly to a question.

Intended level(s)
Can be adapted for any level – this particular group is Beginning ESL – Intermediate ESL.  The “Values” game could not be used with Pre-Literacy ESL students since the reading is too difficult.

Approximate length of lesson
This can be a single lesson, or subsequent lessons can be built around it using other vocabulary and activities.

Expected student outcomes
All students want to be able to answer simple questions and carry on a simple conversation, using complete sentences.

Materials/Resources needed
(1) Vocabulary list (using words involved in the planned conversation).

(2) “Values Topic” game (included) – dice and tokens.

(3) Students will need paper and pencil.  (They may want to write down vocabulary words).

Procedure
Begin class with introductions.  This can be done over and over at each class session.  Repetition is good for ESL students.  Encourage each person to use a complete sentence, for example, “My name is Kathy Garrou.”

· Introduce some vocabulary words:

name
husband
favorite

address
wife
hobby

telephone number
child, children
others (as needed by group)

married
job


single
work


· Select a student who seems comfortable with the group and is developing skills well.  Begin dialogue with that person.  Switch roles and let the student ask questions; for example, “What is your name?”  Instructor response – “My name is Kathy Garrou.”

· Then rotate with each student until they are fairly self-assured.

· Next, pair students up and have them ask questions of each other.  Instructor can “float” to be sure they are using complete sentences.

· Move on to end by playing “Values Topic” game.

Assessment
Will have checklist on which she/he will document how many questions and answers the student is able to do correctly.  This should be done as discreetly as possible.  Such an assessment lets the instructor know where progress has been made and where more work should be done.

Comments 

This is a lesson that can be built on each week using different subjects until the students are comfortable with conversation.  Varying subject matter will keep the students from being bored.  As their conversation increases, the instructor can move on to grammar rules.
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