Getting to Know Greensboro, Your New Home Town

Scenario

In the fall of each year I have an influx of new students in my advanced level ESL class.  The majority of these students have been in the Greensboro area for a relatively short time, three weeks to six months, and they are not familiar with the city.  I believe in using materials that are real, i.e. newspaper articles, brochures, advertisements, etc.  This lesson utilizes materials that are given free by the city and the local visitors’ center to help the students gain knowledge and understanding of the present and the past in our city.  Our campus is fortunate to be located in the downtown area so that field trips to local points of interest are within easy walking distance.

Intended level(s)
[image: image1.wmf]
Beginning (with modifications) to advanced

Approximate length of lesson

Four hour-long sessions culminating in a three-hour walking tour

Expected student outcomes

Students will be able to find their way in the city and will have an understanding of the history, business and industry in Greensboro.  They will have heard a variety of accents, sharpening their listening skills.

Materials/Resources needed

Each student receives a city map (free from the city of Greensboro), and a brochure about the history of Greensboro (free from the Convention and Visitor’s Center).

Promotional brochures about sites in Greensboro

Video about the city from the public library

Items made in the city

Procedure

Day 1  Students are divided into groups of four and are given the large city map.  They are asked to locate their homes, places of employment ( if any) and GTCC.  By working in groups there is a lot of conversation and they work out distances.  An added bonus is that carpooling frequently results.  Each student is then given the brochure about the history of the city.  Vocabulary is discussed, and the students begin to read.  Writing assignments are given daily so on day one they have been asked to describe their hometown in the native country.

Day 2  Complete reading of the brochure.  Items manufactured in the town are shown.  Maps are used to locate industry and recreational points of interests.  Use a Cloze exercise with the history brochure.  Give a writing assignment about industry and recreational opportunities in their hometown.

Day 3  Read a newspaper article about a point of interest in the area nearby GTCC.  This changes yearly.  In the past students have read articles about a second-hand furniture store and a drug store.  Plan walking tour.

Day 4  Take the walking tour of downtown.  Because the goal of the lesson is to familiarize the students with the city and its services, we visit places where they will probably have reason to visit later.  These include the Government Plaza, the police department, South Elm Street (historical area and location of the second-hand furniture store) and the Carolina Theater.  This trip, an easy walk, takes three hours with a break at an old-timey drug store for drinks at the soda fountain.

Day 5  Discuss and write about their impressions of the walking tour.  View a video of the area we visited.  The sound is turned off and the students describe what they have seen.  Plans for future outings are discussed.

Assessment

A brief quiz, which asks students to identify where they can find certain items in our city, is given.  Throughout the semester references are made to this field trip.

Comments

This lesson can easily be adapted for any location.
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