
American Holidays

Scenario

This topic gives students a basic understanding of American holidays, the cultural contexts, and the comparisons with their own ethnic celebrations.
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Intended level(s)
High beginning to advanced

Appropriate length of lesson

Three to four 30-minute lessons or two 2-hour classes 

Continue review in later classes.

Expected student outcomes

Given a picture of a holiday, celebration, or a date, students will be able to identify the holiday, celebration or event with 80% accuracy.  Suggestions to include are the following:  New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King Day, President’s Day, Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s Day, Good Friday, Easter, Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, Father’s Day,  Independence Day, Labor Day, Columbus Day, Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, birthday, wedding, graduation, funeral.

Materials/Resources needed

Chalkboard/chalk or easel with markers, flashcards, pictures, and/or appropriate manipulatives, paper, pencils

Procedure

Activity



Description of Activities

Focus and Review
Review the names of the months.  Focus the students’ attention on the word ‘holiday’ and translate it into their first language.  Identify and list the important holidays and their countries.

Statement of Objective
“Today we will learn the names of the holidays that we celebrate in the United States, beginning in January until June.  In our next class, we will study our school and/or factory holidays.”

Instructor Input
Make a sequential list of the holidays from January through June.  Using flashcards, pictures, or appropriate manipulatives, discuss the reason for each holiday and introduce important, related vocabulary.

Guided Practice
Folding their papers in half and then in thirds, the students write the names of each month in sequential boxes with appropriate holidays and symbols.  An alternate activity is to create a calendar and add in the holidays.

Independent Practice
Students take turns playing “instructor” by each presenting a holiday to the class.  The students can use the instructor’s flashcards to facilitate reviewing the related vocabulary.  If an “instructor” forgets, he can ask his students, “What is this?”  The activity: “I’m thinking of a holiday.  The cue word is _____.  What is it?”

(Students take turns)

Reinforcement
Using their notes, students discuss which holidays are the same or related in their countries and which are unique to the United States culture.  Ask each student his/her favorite holiday and why?

Closure
“How many holidays did you study today?  What were their names?  What holidays will we celebrate next?

(Next lesson: Holidays from July through December… also a study of other celebrations and their customs such as weddings, funerals, birthdays, etc.)

Assessment
According to their levels of English proficiency, students will be able to identify verbally 16 of the 20 holidays, celebrations, or events when presented with pictures or symbolic items for each.  More advanced students should be able to write the names of 16 to 20 holidays accurately and the months in which they occur.

Comments

This topic lends itself to an ongoing study as the calendar year progresses.  Interesting class projects, exchanges of information, respect for cultural values, and opportunities for meaningful dialogue can be instituted as each holiday is observed and/or celebrated.
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