Describe Yourself

Jan Fisher

Pitt Community College

Level:  Low Intermediate – High Intermediate

Objectives:

The students will

· use adjectives to describe their own personalities

· describe their preferences in activities 

· discover things they have in common 

· build community/gel a mixed class

Time:  This work was done in one class period (3 hours).

Preparatory Activities:

1)  Bring in pictures of different activities (i.e.: running, reading, family party, party at a club, wedding, people eating in a restaurant).  Divide students into groups of three or four with diverse first languages in each group if possible.

· Ask the students to describe the pictures.
What are the people doing?  Where are they?  Give a list of opposite adjectives or have students generate adjectives to describe the pictures (i.e.:  quiet/noisy, inside/outside, crowded/deserted, peaceful/stressful, energetic/relaxing).

· Still in the small groups, ask the students to use the vocabulary generated in the activity above to describe their own personal preferences.  Which picture is an activity they enjoy doing?  Where would they like to go this weekend?

2)  As a class, generate adjectives to describe a person:  intelligent, quiet, serious, funny, patient or quick-tempered.  Ask students how they would describe themselves.  Also ask about their favorite things: colors, sports, food, and entertainment.  Depending on the level of the class, you may need to bring in pictures for this activity as well or use a picture dictionary.

Now divide students into dyads for paired conversations describing themselves.

Core Activity:

After the paired conversation, ask students to write about themselves.  I encouraged students to use some of the vocabulary from the preparatory conversations they had with their classmates.  We write, correct, and revise.  Samples of student’s corrected writing, which was submitted in handwritten form, follow this lesson plan.  Typing and clip art were added.

Follow up Activity:

Our class played a listening game called Four Corners.  To begin, the students all stand up.  I read a question with four possible answers.  The choices are given and I point to a corner of the room as I name the possible answers.  Students must go stand in the corner that matches their response to the question.  I used about twenty questions based on the conversations in class.  Here are ten samples to get you started:

1.  What do you like to do to relax?

· Watch TV  

· Take a nap

· Listen to music

· Read a book

2. Where would you prefer to eat lunch?

· Chinese restaurant

· Mexican restaurant

· Burger King

· Pizza Hut

3. What would you like for dessert?

· Pie

· Ice cream

· Cake

· Fresh fruit

4. If you won a million dollars, what would you spend your money on?

· A vacation

· A house

· A car

· Gifts for my friends and family

5. How long have you lived in the United States?

· Less than 1 year

· 1-3 years

· 3-5 years

· more than 5 years

6. Where would you prefer to go on vacation?

· Caribbean

· Asia

· Europe

· Australia

7. What vehicle would you love to own?

· A sports car

· A pick-up truck

· A motorcycle

· An SUV

8.  If you were forced to participate in one of these activities, which would you choose?

· Bungee jumping

· Hang gliding

· Parasailing

· Rock climbing

9. What do you want to practice the most in this English class?

· Speaking

· Listening

· Reading

· Writing

10.  Where would you like to spend your weekend?

· At a family party

· Hiking

· At a café with friends

· At a wedding

Damir Begishev
My name is Damir.  I am from Turkmenistan.   I like my country.  My country is very beautiful.  We have great mountains.  I have a wife and daughter.  I like to play tennis and go hiking with friends.  I like international food.  My favorite colors are green and black.  I like beautiful nature.  I like to relax in nature.
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Eva Bueso
My name is Eva.  I am a happy person.  My favorite food is steak with red wine.  I like the color blue. I like to dance with my husband, to cook for my family and to have my house clean.  I like to go to the beach every Sunday in the summer and to play with my little dog Sasha.  To relax, I watch TV with my husband and enjoy good wine.  If it is possible, I go to the night club to dance and eat.  
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Maria Mateo-Martin
My name is Maria.  I’m from Mexico.  I’m a quiet and intelligent person.  I like to listen to other people.  I’m married.  My husband’s name is Mauricio.  My son’s name is Mauricio too.  He is almost 4 years old.  My favorite food is Mexican and Chinese.  I prefer to clean my house, clean my yard, and play with my child.  Sometimes I walk.  To relax, I like reading, listening to music, or taking a break in bed.
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Mayumi Sugiyama
My name is Mayumi.  I’m from Japan.  My favorite sport was volleyball.  I played volleyball once a week in Japan.  But I don’t play sports now.  I sometimes watch skating on TV.  My hobby is making baskets.  Simple reeds change to something.  It is interesting for me.  I like to drink coffee and eat sweets in my living room.  I can relax there.
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Marco Contreras

My name is Marco Contreras.  I am from Chile.  I like sports like soccer and tennis.  My favorite food is mashed potatoes with beef and lasagna.  My favorite colors are red and blue.  The activities I enjoy are watching a movie, listening to music and meeting with my friends.  Going to the beach is relaxing to me.
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