Immigration Laws

By Zsofi Teleki

Blue Ridge Community College

Topic: 
Immigration from the immigrants’ point of view

Level:
Mine is an advanced class.  Students at a high intermediate level might also be successful.

Time:
We spent about an hour and a half of a three-hour class on this lesson.

Round Table Topics:  I love to encourage my students to express their opinions on all sorts of sensitive topics, just as adults should be able to do.  The inability of an immigrant to converse on an adult level is a terrible source of frustration for them, and I try very hard to help them over that.  Hence, we have frequent round table topics followed by writing, the only rule being to use the best English possible.  For this class, I chose the topic Immigration as a subject very close to the heart of all our students.

Needed: Only students willing to discuss a very sensitive subject are needed!

Discussion:  For discussion purposes, I represented the fearful native.

We made a list on the board of all the positive things immigrants bring to this country.  Then we listed all the reasons immigration laws are needed.  We also listed all the bad consequences of illegal immigration.

Finally, we talked about some of the solutions our leaders are discussing.

Writing:  After our discussion ended, each student did his/her writing independently without further consultation with one another.  They competed one draft; we talked about needed corrections; the students did a re write.

Presentation:  The students posted their opinions on the class bulletin board, but the writings are anonymous because of the subject matter.  Samples of their work are given on the following pages, also without the names of the authors.

Final Format:  The students’ final work was handwritten.  In the typed format that follows, each writer’s spelling, punctuation, and paragraphs are replicated.

Surprises:  The biggest surprises were the fervent desire on the part of the students to have changes in the immigration laws and their open willingness to talk about it.

Evaluation:  This was a highly successful class and I will change nothing when repeating this exercise in future teaching.
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Immigration
One of the biggest problems of the USA is the imigration of people who came from diferent parts of Southamerica.

There are a lot of reasons that make people came to this country.  They can make more money than they can make in their own country.  The good thing for the USA is that the imigrant’s salary is considerably lower, and probably the imigrant population is doing the worst jobs.  But this does not stop the imigrants because they are improving their lives little by little, opening a small bussiness and also the imigrants are adding a new culture to this country.  I don’t think it is the best to stop this.  Imigrants need to came and make a better life and the USA needs them to make a better country.

Regulation is necesary because this country has a lot of problems and probably there are more serious problems then the immigration that needs their attention.  I think if they stop this problem giving work permits to the foreign people to come here, they also stop the coyotes’ bussiness.

The coyotes are really a serious problem.  Doing this they can enforce the law better then they are doing now.  Especially with the human and drug trafficing.

There are a lot of things that can change if the USA lets the people come and give them a chance to change their lives.  This country is really good but it could be better if they make this country fair for everybody.

______________________

About the author:  Born in Mexico, part of a large family.  Very ambitious and is currently working as a translator in a local law office.

Immigration

U.S needs imigrant population because it is convinient for this country.  We do the worst jobs that the American people don’t want to do.  For exemple when by boss tell me to pick up trash.  I do because I think that is not a bad jobs.  I’m not embarresed because I need to work.  We are part of the economy of the country too, by oppening small bussiness.  The regulation is nesesary because a lot of us are working very hard, doing the best that we can.  Making difference for the country, trying to help the American people when they need us.

__________________

About the author:  Born in Mexico, working in the landscape business, and would like to learn horticulture.

Immigration

U.S. needs imigrant population because they need people to do the hard work, for example in the fields, in the orchards, that is the kind of work that the American do not like to do.  If they decide to work like that, the owners must pay more money.  That is they reason that the American people hire hispanic people, they pay them a low salary.

U.S. take a lot of money for the goverment because the people who have no documents pay taxes, but they do not recip benefits from the goverment, where is that money?

The regulation is nesesary because a lot of people have been living here many years working hard, but they do not have a quiet life.  They always afraid of loosing their jobs, their houses, of inmigration will take them and they will be repatriated.

The people who pass by the frontier and pay a lot of money to pass looking for a better kind of life.  If they have luck, they can pass, but if the coyote is a bad person and he does not care what happens with the people, that is very sad.  A lot of people died drowned in the river or in the desert.  That is the reason that we need regulation.

Conclusion.  If the USA regulate the legal status of the people, everybody is going to have a better kind of life and we can live free without fear.  But I think that the goverment must have care with the people when they give them legal status because among the good people are a lot of bad people.

I think that it is the reason that the goverment do not want to regulate the legal status of the people.

_____________

About the author:  Born in Mexico, mother of 3, married, dedicated to raising a good family.  Currently awaiting citizenship.

Immigration

In my opinion I think U.S. needs imigrant population because we contribute to the economy.

Biside that most of the imigrants are doing the jobs American people won’t do first because the jobs we’re doing are most of the time hard jobs and we get low pay.

Regulation is necessary because it’s the only way they can know which country everyone is coming from.

A better border patrol is necessary because they can try to control the people that are coming and be sure these people don’t sell drugs or have a bad record.

About the coyotes it’s good to stop them some of them just want the money and don’t do what they promise.

Conclusion.  U.S needs us and we need to be here.

_______________

About the author:  Born in Mexico, one son, dedicated to learn English, to be able to work in the tourist industry.

