NATURE

By Katie Wiles

Blue Ridge Community College

Topic:

What we like about nature

Level:

Beginners III

Time:
My class meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6:30pm-9:30pm.  This writing took a total of six classes.

Materials:
A dictionary of your choice  (Each of my students has his/her own.)

We use Real Life English, Student Book 2, ISBN:  0-8114-3213-0
      and Real Life English, Workbook 2, ISBN:  0-8114-3222-X.
      Both are published by Steck-Vaughn Company, Copyright
     1994.  The Executive Editor is Ellen Lehrburger, and the Senior
      Editor is Tim Collins.

For this writing project, I did some brief online computer searches to gather simple stories about nature and download appropriate pictures to use in discussions.

Instruction

Previous or Preparatory Class Work:  My students are familiar with writing each week.  Our class had spent time talking about and writing about where the students are from and what they like about their countries.  Often these conversations included nature, so writing about nature was a natural step in our progression.

Introductory Activities:  Before starting to write, our class had many discussions about nature, and we reviewed or identified needed vocabulary words.  We used pictures of nature to initiate discussion, and the class would spell and write what they saw in the picture.
Writing:  Once the students began to write compositions, each author worked alone.  After each draft I would show students what needed to be corrected and tell them why.  It took about four drafts with corrections for each student to arrive at the versions given on the following pages.
Presentation:  At this point students shared their work with one another in class.  They read their completed work aloud, and then we took photos and compiled a class booklet.

I have typed the students’ handwritten materials in order to share them in this lesson plan.
Evaluation:  The class enjoyed this project.  In repeating this activity with another class, I would like to try having the students themselves use the computer to attempt some research on the topic.

About Nature…..
I like the mountains because it has a lot of animals, rivers, trees, and different plants.  I like the natural air.  I like to go fishing in the rivers, walk around the mountains.  I like camping.  I like to seethe animals; deer, bear, and the birds.  It’s a lot of fun and I enjoy the mountains.
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Gad Juarez Acosta

________________________

I am Gad Acosta.  I am from Mexico.  I was born on August 31, 1976 in Mexico City.  I grew up in Hidalgo, Mexico.  I lived there until I was 17 years old, then I came to the U.S. in 1996 to work.  I started working in construction, like rock mason.  I have almost 10 year doing rock work since I got here.  Then, I got married in 1999.  I’ve been married for about 6 years.  Now, I have a baby boy, 3 years old and he is all my life.  Then, I started studying English at school because I have a lot of plans for the future about my kid, so I need to be somebody better when he grows up and he can be proud of me.  I like to be a good father for him and I’m glad to live in the U.S.

About Nature…..

The mountains are very quiet and comfortable. I live in the mountains.  It is good for air and climate.  The mountains are good for animals, people, and plants.  I like the mountains for a picnic, stroll, looking at a lake, and the scenery.  The people live in the mountains for wood, for minerals, etc…  The mountains are good for children and old people for air.  The mountains have nice rivers, lakes, trees, & plants.  The people that live in the mountains have traditional food and celebration.
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Vito Defilippis

_________________

I am Vito Defilippis.  I am from Italy and live in the U.S.  I live in Hendersonville, NC, a small town.  I’m forty years old.  I am married to Maria, my wife.  She is an American.  I’m happy.  I work in construction and I don’t like it.  I would like to change work.  I would like to open an Italian restaurant.

About Nature…..

I like the animals, rivers, and mountains.  My favorite are mountains, when it’s spring and the air is pure.  I like to go camping in the night.  It is peaceful.  I listen to the noises of the insects.  I like to see the stars.  I love to rest in the mountains with my family.

The spring is beautiful.

I like the spring when the trees and the flowers are in bloom.

I like the trees begin to turn the color green.
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Ivannia Venegas Fuentes

_________________

My name is Ivannia.  I was born in Costa Rica in 1982.  I am very affectionate and friendly.  I like to go shopping.  I like to buy clothes and shoes.  I like music and to dance.  I like to eat fruits and vegetables.  I like to read books about poems.  So, when I came to the U.S., I liked it.  Now, I like English because my teacher teaches me well.

About Nature…..

I like to see the flowers and the mountains

I like to go camping in the mountains. 

I like to visit Grand Father Mountain because it is beautiful; they have a lot of species of animals.  In the mountains, you breathe fresh air.

Western North Carolina is near the mountains.  They have a lot of special animals and species of trees.

I like to see turkey and deer in the mountains.

I like to see a lot of species in the morning and listen to the animals.

When you have seen the animals, there is a little danger with bears.
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Angel Guananga

____________________

My name is Angel.  I’m from Ecuador, a small town, but I moved to Riobamba, a big city and finished high school.  I went to the University for two years in Riobamba, Ecuador and became married and worked in 1995.  I moved to the U.S. for a better life for my family.  I was working two jobs in Massachusetts, because my family came from Ecuador.  I moved last year to Western North Carolina.  I like North Carolina because it is peaceful for my son.

About Nature…..

I like to walk every morning for 30 or 45 minutes. 

In the summer time I love to go to the waterfalls.

I like to listen to the birds in the morning from my window.

Sometimes, I go to visit my sister.  She lives in Burlington, NC.

I like to go to school.
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Domitila Guerrero

___________________

My name is Domitila B. Guerrero.  I am from Veracruz, Mexico.  I came here 10 years ago.  I’ve worked at Hendersonville Podiatry for 3 years.  I love my job and I want to keep this job.  I have 2 kids and 3 grandbabies.

About Nature…..
I like every thing about nature.  I like the plants, mountains, birds, air, and water.  

I like plants because they give oxygen and the trees look pretty.  Especially in the springtime when all plants are green and the birds are flying and singing.

I like the mountains because there I can feel peace and fresh air.  We can find wild plants and wild animals.  It is a quiet place.  

I also like water because it is an important liquid to drink for humans and animals.  We really can’t live without water.

I think nature is part of the earth and we must take care of it.  If we destroy it, there wouldn’t be animals, plants, birds, and other natural things anymore.
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Gerardo Martinez

__________________

I was born in Mexico in 1986.  I lived there until 2003.  I studied in my country, so I came to the U.S. for a job in 2003.  I like the U.S. too.  I like the English class.

About Nature…..

The waterfalls are very beautiful and are very dangerous.  Someone can fall down because some are too slippery and have many rocks.

I like to swim because it is cool and good for my body.  I can loose weight swimming.  We need to take care of nature.  If natures dies we are dead too.  Nature is life…..think before you cut trees.
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Isaias Pineda

______________

My name is Isaias Pineda.  I was born in El Salvador in 1985.  I lived in a small town.  I studied for 22 years in my country.  In 2003 I moved to the U.S.  Now, I’m learning English at Blue Ridge Community College.

About Nature…..

I like nature because I can swim in the river.  I like to swim in the river.

I like the mountains because it is beautiful when the leaves change color.

I like the fall because the trees have beautiful colors.

I like to sit on my front porch with my wife and watch the rain.

Sometimes on the weekends, I take my family to the zoo.  We like to see the animals.

My favorite thing is to see it snowing.

When it snows too much, I take my son outside and we make a big snowman.

I like to sit on the riverside too and watch everybody swim and enjoy the water.
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Rogelio Ramirez

___________________

My name is Rogelio Ramirez.  I was born in Mexico in 1975.  I grew up in a small town.  I studied for six years in Mexico.  I married in 1992 and moved to Hendersonville, NC in 1996.  I’ve been a construction worker for nine years.  I have three beautiful kids.  I’m happy in this country.
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