I Love Lucy

Descriptive Paragraphs:  Writing About a Television Series
By Rosie Erskine Lamrhari

Pitt Community College

Level:  In my advanced class at Pitt Community College, I actually have a range of levels, from high intermediate to advanced.  Some students have been in the class for more than a semester or a year and have already learned how to write essays.  Others have been in the class less than a semester or a year and are still learning how to write good paragraphs.  Students watch the same program but may write a paragraph or paragraphs that fit their particular writing ability.  This lesson is appropriate for intermediate to advanced level students who have had previous instruction in paragraph writing.
Topic:  Descriptive Paragraphs.  This semester I have been instructing the students in how to write different types of descriptive paragraphs.  We had great fun with I Love Lucy.
Introduction:  On the day of this particular lesson, I separated the students into pairs and had them talk about their favorite television series, either in their own country or here – of course they had to describe it in English, even if the program was from their own country.  On the board I wrote a few details they should include in their description:  the setting, time period, main characters, type of program, e.g., drama, comedy, etc., and the general theme of the series.  I told them not to focus on a particular episode or details, rather on describing the entire series.   I allowed about 15 minutes or so for the discussion.

Activity:  We then had a larger group discussion about the old television show, I Love Lucy.  Most of the students were unfamiliar with this popular TV series.  I explained to them briefly what the series was about.  I also wrote some basic information on the board, e.g., the names of the principal actors, the setting, the time period, and the main characters’ names.  I told them that after we watched two 25-min. episodes, they would write a descriptive paragraph about the series – not of the two episodes we watched, but the series in general.  They should include the information on the board in their descriptive paragraphs.

Even after 50 years, the antics of Lucy, Ricky, Fred, and Ethel are still hilarious!  My students loved the two episodes, and of course we all laughed our heads off.  

Drafts and Revisions:  I stress often to my students that the first draft of a paragraph, essay, or letter is never the final draft.  After watching Lucy, students worked in class on the first draft.  I tried to check each student’s first draft before class was over so that they could bring in a second draft the following day, making necessary corrections.  Most second drafts were final drafts.  Although some still had a few mistakes, I did not request a third draft if the student corrected the errors on the second draft.

Watching I Love Lucy was a great way to teach students how to write a descriptive paragraph about a television series.   If they could do it with Lucy, they can do it with any television series – past or present.
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I Love Lucy


I Love Lucy was a very funny comedy show in the 1950s.  It was one of the most popular series, which became international because it was watched in other countries.  The show starred Desi Arnaz and Lucille Ball as Ricky Ricardo and his wife Lucy.  Every program portrayed real facts of daily life in a funny way.  The comedy had a clean huor that all kinds of people could see (children and adults).  The time has passed, but we’ll always remember that famous funny show of the 1950s.
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From Venezuela
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Graphics from Microsoft Clip Art and Media at www.office.microsoft.com
My name is Beatriz.  I’m from Venezuela.  I have been living in Greenville, NC since 2003.  I came here because I have to take care of my grandchildren, Victor and Vicky while my daughter studies and works at the hospital.  I have been studying English at PCC for about three years in Ms. Rosie’s class.  I have met different people of different countries.  I love my English class.  I have many friends.  For me, it is an interesting experience.  It’s very important to say that in spite of my age, I feel love the teacher and students.
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I Love Lucy was one of the most famous TV comedy shows ever produced.  The show was about a very famous comic couple, Lucy and Ricky, in their daily lives.  They show how life can be fun regardless of the difficulties life can have.  Furthermore, they had a very funny couple, Fred and Ethel, as their best friends.  All of them lived in NYC during the 1950s, in the same apartment building.


In real life, Ricky was Desi Arnaz, a Cuban band leader, and Lucy was his true wife and actress, Lucille Ball.
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My name is Kilma Mota.  I am from Brazil.  I am married, and I have three kids.  My oldest son, Rogerio, is a graphic designer and photographer and lives in England.  The two youngest ones live in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  The reason I am here is because my husband is working for ECU.  He is a physicist.  I have been attending ESL classes for about one year and eight months.  I have improved my English a lot, and I also have made lots of friends.  To learn the language and make friends are the two most important points when you move to a new country.

I Love Lucy
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This is the funniest program appropriate for all ages because it is about different circumstances of life between friends and families.  Maybe it is the most famous comedy program in America ever.  It is very good to laugh and relax.  For me, it is a good idea to watch this show with the family after a hard work day. 


The setting for I Love Lucy is New York City in the 1950s and stars Desi Arnaz and Lucille Ball as Ricky Ricardo and his crazy wife, Lucy.
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My name is Carmem, and I am from Brazil.  I have been living in Greenville for one and a half years.  Before leaving my country, I studied science of cultures in a Brazilian university, and I completed my education with a PhD in Philosophy and Greek.  Now I am studying English at PCC because I need to improve my communication here, especially because I am teaching theological Greek at several colleges in the U.S.
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I Love Lucy was one of the funniest series ever in the 1950s, which took place in New York City.  It was about best friends who lived together in the same building.  One of the main characters was Lucy, who was a housewife with a lot of dreams.  One of her dreams was to be a famous star.


While she was trying to achieve that, she went through many funny things and adventures in her life.  Of course her husband and friends where involved in those adventures, which appeared to the viewers as a comedy.
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My name is Kafa.  I’m from Jordan.  I’ve been here in the United States for one year.  I came here with my husband and two children to try a new life and live the American dream.  I’m an ESL student now and hope to finish my education and have a degree.

I Love Lucy
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I Love Lucy, starring Desi Arnaz and Lucille Ball, was one of my favorite series.  In my country every day I saw this popular show on TV.  Lucy was very funny.  Ricky, Lucy’s husband, was in each series.


I think that series was the best comedy ever, especially because it was a comedy without bad language or sexual situations and also because it made people laugh.  Although Lucy and Desi have passed away, they continue living in our hearts.  I love Lucy!
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My name is Melissa.  I am from the Dominican Republic.  I have three girls.  My husband Abraham and our family used to live in Selma, NC.  We lived there for about two and a half years.  Then my husband was asked to be the pastor of another church here in Greenville.  This meant that we had to leave the church in Wendell.  It has been two years and six months since we moved from Selma.  I enjoy living in Greenville because it is a quiet city.  I love the people I study English with and the wonderful teachers that have patience with me.  And I enjoy sharing stories and ideas and watermelon with my teacher and classmates.
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I Love Lucy was a comedy television program and was set in NYC in the 1950s.  Lucille Ball played Lucy Ricardo, who was a housewife and wanted to be a star.  Desi Arnaz played her husband, Ricky.  Lucy had an attractive personality.  She was unique, lovely, and quick-witted.  Exchanges of words between actors were really funny, especially between Lucy and Ricky.  Viewers will enjoy and laugh every time with this program.

By Yuka Sugiyama

From Japan

Sept. 2006

Pitt Community College
Advanced ESL Class
Graphics from Microsoft Clip Art and Media 
at www.office.microsoft.com

My name is Yuka Sugiyama.  I’m from Japan.  I’ve been in the U.S. since July 2005.  I came here with my parents because of my father’s job.  I started to take ESL classes at PCC to communicate with people who speak English at first.  I like to write something in English.  I also took English classes in Charlotte.  I made a lot of friends who are from several countries.  Now my goal is to enter a college to study esthetics.
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I Love Lucy was one of the most famous TV programs in the U.S.A. 50 years ago.  The show is about a woman, Lucy Ricardo, and her husband, and her best friends.  Each show was humorous and different.  It showed people making fun and being happy from their actions.  It’s really good for you.  When you feel blue and you want to cheer up somebody, why don’t you recommend it?
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My name is Ji Young Kim.  I am from Seoul, Korea.  I came to the U.S.A. in May 2004 with my husband and two young sons.  Immigrating was a big challenge for us to have a new life, but it will no doubt give an opportunity to get a better education for my boys.  Now they like school, and they are doing well.
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