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By Karen Smith
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Lesson: 
This activity allowed ESL distance education students an optional opportunity for self-expression by writing on topics not included in their on-line course materials.
Level:  

Intermediate low to advanced students were invited to participate (ranging from 47 and up on the BEST test).

Objectives:  

This writing opportunity was offered for students who are not exclusively a part of a regular classroom in order

~ to provide more personal involvement with written expression

~ to experience more interaction with a ‘teacher’

~ to improve writing skills.

Topics:  

The students were asked to do an acrostic -- DISTANCE EDUCATION -- and one or more other writing projects if they were interested.  They could choose from any of the following topics:

~ What makes America different?

~ Echoes (of my mother, my conscience, my homeland, etc.)

~ Influences (someone, something, somewhere)

~ Great men/women

Corrections/Follow Up:  

~ The students were first asked to send in a rough draft.  The only corrections made by the teacher were those that allowed the writing to ‘make sense’ or flow.  Sometimes this was only one word, and other times it meant that the student was contacted to make clarifications.  Most corrections were not very significant.

~ A final draft was completed after each student was consulted via email or phone, and a personal visit.

~ Each student was asked to fill out a “profile form” that asked specific questions about that student.  Using the information that students gave on the form, the teacher added a profile page for each student.

~ A small booklet of everybody’s work was made for all who participated.

Materials Required:
A digital camera to take pictures of the students

Difficulties:

As always with distance education, lack of face-to-face student/teacher contact increased the difficulty in three general areas:

1.  recruiting  students for the project,

2. follow-up between student/teacher to complete the project, and

3. the time factor of doing the process outside a typical classroom setting.

Results:

Samples of student work are given on the following pages.

PERSONAL INFORMATION PROFILE FORM

(Please write clearly)

NAME:  
_______________________________________________________

ADDRESS:
_______________________________________________________

HOME COUNTRY:
_________________________________________________

WHERE WERE YOU BORN?
_____________________________________

WHERE DO YOU WORK NOW?
_____________________________________

WHAT IS YOUR POSITION AT YOUR WORKPLACE?
___________________

___________________________________________________________________

DO YOU HAVE SOME SPECIFIC GOALS FOR YOUR LIFE?  ______________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

HOBBIES (what do you enjoy doing in your spare time):
___________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED IN THE U.S.A.?   _______________________

ARE YOU MARRIED?
______________

DO YOU HAVE CHILDREN?  _____________
HOW MANY?   _____________

FAVORITE HOMELAND FOOD:
_______________________________________

FAVORITE AMERICAN FOOD:
_______________________________________

FAVORITE COLOR:

___________________________

FAVORITE SEASON AND WHY (Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter):   ______________

______________________________________________________________________
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My name is Cintia Teixeira and I am originally from Brazil.

I was born in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and I came to America 2 years ago.  I have been working hard as a cook in a restaurant and also learning English!  I hope to become extremely fluent in English, get my GED and then go to college.  I am not married and have no children and one of my most enjoyable things to do is to go to the bookstore and look at the new books that have arrived.  I also like to go to coffee shops.  Since coming to the States, I have found that one of my favorite meals to eat here is baby back ribs with apples, fries and mashed potatoes.  For breakfast, I like a sausage biscuit with gravy.  I love the spring season and maybe that is why yellow is my favorite color.  In the spring, it’s wonderful to see the changes that happen in nature; to see the birds that visit my balcony and the fresh and energetic smell of the grass and flowers.
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by

Cintia Teixeira

America, your strong economy, your organization and, most importantly, your law works.  Because of this, people respect and follow the law.  This makes us more peaceful and we can sleep well because we know that if we need the Police Department, the Fire Department or the Emergency Medical System they will be here to assist us.

Another thing that, in my opinion, makes America different is the opportunity that we have to improve our studies and skills.  You find this opportunity at the community colleges around the country for Americans and especially for us as immigrants.  We find ESL and GED and these are also offered by Telecourse (Distance Education), computer courses and many others.  They are not just at the colleges but also at libraries and churches and they are always open to help us improve our skills.  We have easy access to the internet at the local library and books – interesting books – magazines and newspapers and it is all free.  America gives us an opportunity to grow, to be a better person, to win.

The most important thing is that they always respect and recognize our hard work and honesty.  That makes America different.

A PLACE THAT HAS INFLUENCED ME

by

Cintia Teixeira
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Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, the city with natural beauty.  I think that the day God made Rio de Janeiro, He was really inspired.  We have a variety of lifestyles; we have the beach, waterfalls, lakes and mountains.  People from Rio de Janeiro are friendly and happy.  They have problems but they always find a way to get over them and always think positively.  It is very inspiring and it has influenced me to be stronger and given me inner strength to reach for my goals.

Like my city, I need this variety of lifestyle that you find in Rio de Janeiro.  I can see that in myself today and that helps me adapt to different situations and lifestyles.  People from my city inspire me to always look ahead, smile and keep going.  

That is my place of influence.  It is the people who live there helping to build the city and make it what it is that I love and miss so much.
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Hi!  My name is Maria Ana Portillo.
I am originally from El Salvador but I have lived in America for over 12 years.  I work in a factory as a seamstress and I am always looking for ways to improve my English.  I am married with 3 children.  Some of my hobbies are reading, walking and just having some quiet time to relax.  My favorite food from El Salvador is pupusas and tamales but here in America I enjoy eating meatloaf and pecan pie!  I love all different colors and I thoroughly enjoy springtime because that time of the year feels like a sunset every day.  It’s wonderful just to drive along and see the beauty of God’s creation.
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Different way to learn.


It is incredible how many ways we can learn.


Studying always renews my energy.


The ESL instructor is always able to help.


All for free.


Notable system to learn English.


Community college in Alamance, thanks.


English is the key to being successful.





�





Every immigrant can learn with the Telecourse.


Dedication is necessary.


Unable to study and work?  Now you can do it.


Can you believe that?  Yes, you can!


Alone at home and on your own time, you can study.


The ESL video is really interesting.


Idioms are learned that we use day by day.


Our necessity is to learn English.


Never has it been so easy!





Cintia Teixeira
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Dealing with my job, my family and English classes


Is not easy at all but it’s worth it.


Sometimes I feel like I want to give up


Then I remember all I have learned.


Another day studying is another new thing I learn.


Nothing in this life is easy.


Could you try like I am trying?


Encouraging other people to take this class makes�me happy.





English in this country is very important.


Doing it at home is helping me a lot.


Using my time wisely makes me proud of myself.


Cooking first, then I deal with my children and do my homework.


Anytime I want to, I can study in my own house.


Thinking about the benefits I will have later on


Is very important.  It does not matter if I have to go


Over and over to solve one lesson.


Nothing is going to change my mind.
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Everybody who lives in this country needs to learn English to communicate with others.


Distance education is good for everybody who wants to learn the language but they don’t have the time to do it.


Understanding English perfectly is hard for me sometimes.  But I try to improve everyday.


Check your homework or anything you are doing because it is important to make sure that you did it right.


A waking early in the mornings is hard sometimes but it is necessary to have free time to study English each day.


The children learn much faster than the adults.


In this country, there are a lot of people from different countries and that is the reason why we need to learn English.


Our languages are very different from the English language.


Nobody can learn English quickly because it is not easy but it is not impossible either.





Edys Argueta





Distance education has been good for me because I can watch my little girl while I am studying.


I love the United States a lot but the only thing that I don’t like is being away from my family.


Studying English at home really helps me to learn new words.


The English language is hard for me but not impossible.


Anybody can study English at home like I do because you can do it anytime.


Never say never because you never know what will happen tomorrow.


Choose the ESL videos to study at home.  It was the best decision I did to improve my English.


Each sacrifice in this life has a reward.
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My name is Edys Argueta and I am from Honduras.


I was born in Honduras and grew up there most of my life but I have been in the United States for eight years now.  I have three children and I thoroughly enjoy being with them.  I love to spend time with my special little girl and I feel she’s an angel sent to me by God.  A couple other things I enjoy are watching horror movies and, would you believe, cleaning my house!  Also, any chance I get to practice my English is time well spent.  My goal is to speak very good English one day, get a better job and earn enough money to buy my own home.  My favorite food from my homeland is fried chicken and fried green bananas but here in the States, I like steak with gravy, corn and turkey.  My favorite color is green and my favorite seasons are summer and spring because I can enjoy walking and swimming and I really enjoy watching the plants and flowers grow!
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Do you take any English classes?


I am in a video program and I


Study at home.


Time is not a problem


And it is


Not difficult.  You should


Call now for your


English Telecourse.





English is a little


Difficult for


Us but anybody


Can learn at


Alamance Community College by


Taking an ESL class.


It will help you a lot.


Once you get familiar with it,


Nothing will be easier than English.





Claudia Yraheta





Maria Ana Portillo








