Comparatives and Superlatives Using Flags
Lesson Overview:  Analyze flags using comparative and superlative adjectives
Level:  Beginner 
Lesson Objectives:   Upon completion of this lesson, students will:
· Name the parts of the U.S. flag:  stripes (colonies), stars (states), and colors 
· Compare/ contrast the parts of their native country’s flag and the American flag

· Use new grammar and vocabulary 
(1) to identify elements that make the U.S. flag different from their native flag and 
(2) to tell which flag (among those represented in our class) is most interesting or
     attractive to them and why
Time Allotted:  3 hours (one class)
Vocabulary:  

Students pick the vocabulary while they do internet searches and participate in class discussion.  Ask students to make a list of new words as they arise. Take time to look up definitions and share/discuss new words throughout the class.  My class picked these words:
patriotism

fifty

thirteen

more

colorful
different

better

than


most

best
emblem

symbol
symbolism

engraving
vertical
horizontal

more

less


colonies
compare
contrast.
Materials Used:  ACER Tablets, desktop or laptop and data projector, chalk boards, dual language dictionaries or online dictionaries, copies of the worksheet from the end of this lesson, and copies of the book Step Forward 2, Ingrid Wisniewska, Oxford University Press, © 2006, ISBN 978-0-19439225-9
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Procedure
Take a few minutes to review how to use the ACERS and how to use a search engine.  (For students who missed the previous lesson, this will be an introduction rather than a review. ) Then ask each student to search for pictures (1) of the U.S. flag and (2) of their home country’s flag.  Let students who have not used the ACERs as tablets do so, while the rest of the class may use them with the keyboard attached.
Analyze the parts of the U.S. flag.  Open a discussion for why we have 13 stripes and 50 stars.  Eventually, ask the students to explain (if they can) what their native flag symbolizes.
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Introduce the concept of comparatives and superlatives by using Step Forward 2 pages 32-33, 38, 140-141.

Be sure students have the pictures they found of both the U.S. flag and their home country’s flag pulled up side by side on their ACERs.  Use a data projector and desktop/laptop to show all countries’ flags to the class as a whole.  Lead your class through the worksheet questions.  Question #3 may foster extended class discussion.  Our class had a wide variety of native flags (American, Mexican, Brazilian, Chinese, Peruvian), and yours likely will also.
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Results/Evaluation
The lesson went well.  More than anything, it sparked an interesting dialogue of the different cultures present in our classroom, which was not my original intention.  However, that dialogue effectively involved students in oral language use.
If I could change anything about this lesson I would have spent more time with this group teaching adjectives and the comparative and the superlative prior to the lesson.  The lesson did take the entire three hour class session and might be more effective as two classes.
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Sample of Student Work
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1. What comparisons can you make between the U.S. flag and the flag from your
home country’?
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2. Which flag is the most colorful out of all the flags in the class?
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3. Because we have a wide variety of flags, (American, Mexican, Brazilian,

Chinese, etc.) is there a particular flag that interests you? Ask that student about
their flag. (class discussion to take place here)
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4. After our discussion, which flag do you think is the most interesting and why?
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5. On the American flag, what-are.the 50:stars and the 13 stripes a symbol for?
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Worksheet

Use this worksheet to write your answers to the questions below as we discuss them.  Also write down any thoughts you have about other countries’ flags.  
1. What comparisons can you make between the U.S. flag and the flag from your home country?

2. Which flag do you think is the most colorful out of all the native flags in our class?

3. Our class has a variety of native flags.  Is there a particular flag that interests you?  Ask a student from that country to tell the class about their flag.  Use this space for your notes: 
4.  Which flag do you think is the most interesting and why?

5.  What do the 50 stars and the 13 stripes on the American flag symbolize?

