The US Court System
Lesson Topic:  The Steps in a Criminal Trial
Level:  Advanced

Lesson Objectives:  Upon completion of this lesson students will:

· Name and describe the 3 levels of crime in the US Legal System (infraction, misdemeanor, felony) on the first try

· Compare and contrast the US Court System versus the court systems in their own home countries

· Correctly define 9 of the 12 vocabulary terms in a post lesson I-Clicker quiz
Time Allotted:  2 hours
Vocabulary 
Probable Cause
Indictment

Arraignment

Prosecution
Defense

Bail/Bond

Plea


Plea Bargain
Jury


Appeal

Verdict

Sentencing
Materials 
· I-Clickers
· Laptop and data projector, screen or acceptable substitute (whiteboard, wall)
· Pre-knowledge Vocabulary Quiz (Appendix A)

· Ventures Civics Worksheets book (Bitterlin, Gretchen, et al., Cambridge University Press, 2010 ISBN 978-0-521-13503-0).

· Vocabulary Notes (Appendix B)

· Internet site for “The Process of Criminal Justice” from CliffsNotes.com
http://www.cliffsnotes.com/study_guide/The-Process-of-Criminal-Justice.topicArticleId-10065,articleId-9909.html 
· Vocabulary Worksheet (Appendix C)

· Mini-assessment for Ventures Lesson 77 (Appendix D)

· I-clicker preview questions for videos (Appendix E)

· I-clicker Quiz (Appendix F)

· Video Clips: 


1. Criminal Arrest:  Stages of a Criminal Case http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iYqpoylpk-o
(If you have difficulty with this URL, use your favorite search engine to look for Criminal Arrest:  Stages of Criminal Case – Find Law.  This video was uploaded by FindlawThomson on January 6, 2009.)
2. How Does the Criminal Jury Trial Process Work?
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnVq0znDml8&feature=related
(If you have difficulty with this URL, use your favorite search engine to look for How Does the Criminal Jury Process Work?  This video was uploaded by CriminalTrouble on June 30, 2007.)
3. Difference between Felony and Misdemeanor
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jJE-oDbdLAw&feature=related
(If you have difficulty with this URL, use your favorite search engine to look for Difference between Felony and Misdemeanor.  This video was uploaded by CriminalTrouble on June 30, 2007.)
Technical Preparation:
In a class that precedes this lesson, introduce students to the clickers.  Explain and demonstrate the different buttons, and walk students through a few sample questions to familiarize them with the process of registering answers.  Emphasize that the students’ answers are anonymous:  the clickers are not registered to a particular user and, therefore, only tally the total number of responses for each answer choice.

Procedure
1. Begin by introducing the concept of the adversarial legal system used in the United States.  Explain that each side—the prosecution and the defense—has the opportunity to present its case to a neutral judge and jury.
2. Next, give students a pre-knowledge vocabulary quiz (Appendix A) using I-clickers to ascertain how familiar they are with the vocabulary terms.  Students use the clickers to rate their knowledge of each word using this scale: 
· I have never seen this word before.
· I have seen this word, but I do not know what it means.
· I have seen this word and I think I know what it means.

· I know this word and can explain it.
3. Next define the vocabulary terms.  Show the internet site for “The Process of Criminal Justice from CliffsNotes.com (http://www.cliffsnotes.com/study_guide/The-Process-of-Criminal-Justice.topicArticleId-10065,articleId-9909.html).  Give students the vocabulary notes (Appendix B) and worksheet (Appendix C).  Students read from the internet site, first silently, then aloud, and we discuss the meanings and uses of each word.  Students make their notes to study on the handout vocabulary notes(Appendix B).  Students then check their knowledge using the vocabulary worksheet (Appendix C).  [This can be done individually or in pairs/small groups.]
4. When the students feel confident with their vocabulary knowledge, read “The American Court System” in Ventures Civics and conduct a mini-assessment of the content (Appendix D) using the clickers before having the students complete the accompanying activities in the book.
5. Three video clips are used with this lesson:

· Criminal Arrest:  Stages of a Criminal Case
· How does the Criminal Jury Process Work?
· Difference between Felony and Misdemeanor
Before each video, use the clickers as a preview activity, asking questions (Appendix E) that will be answered in the video to  

1) get an informal gauge of students’ prior knowledge and 
2) direct their attention to the important points in each video.
6. Upon completion of the above activities, discuss the similarities to and differences between the American court system and criminal court systems in the students’ home countries.  The instructor leads with questions like, “What elements of the American court system are similar to/different from the system in your country?” and “What did you learn today that surprised you?”

7.  Finally, have students take the I-clicker quiz (Appendix F)  for concept and vocabulary comprehension
Results Evaluation:  
This lesson was effective in giving the students an overview of the US criminal court system.  The clickers added an element of student involvement and participation that would not have been there otherwise.  100% of the students reported that they liked using the clickers in class.  Students liked being able to answer anonymously and reported that they were more likely to “take a risk” by answering a question they weren’t sure about than if they had to raise their hand.  They also liked having some time to think before seeing their classmates’ answers.  Using the clickers for short, mini-assessments helped break up the straight lecture format, and sparked discussion about the questions, which seemed to keep the students engaged throughout the class.  Students who were not heavy technology users especially liked the clickers’ ease of use.
APPENDIX A

Pre-knowledge Vocabulary Quiz for I-clicker

VOCABULARY LIST

1. Probable Cause

2. Indictment

3. Arraignment

4. Prosecution

5. Defendant

6. Bail/Bond

7. Plea

8. Plea Bargain

9. Jury

10.  Appeal

11.  Verdict

12.  Sentencing

PROCEDURE

STEP ONE:   Distribute i-clickers and inform the students that the instructor will present twelve words (one at a time) related to the US court system.  The students’ task is to rate their familiarity with each word, using the i-clickers and this scale:

A) I have never seen this word before

B) I have seen this word, but I do not know what it means

C) I have seen this word, and I think I know what it means

D) I know this word and I can explain it.

STEP TWO:  With the instructor’s computer open to Microsoft Word and projected onto the screen or wall, type the word and read it aloud.  (Alternately, if a projector is not available, simply write the word on the board and read it aloud.)  Give the students a few moments to rate their knowledge by pressing the clicker key which best corresponds to their knowledge of the word.  Check the counter on the i-clicker menu screen to be sure every student has registered an answer, then proceed to the next word.  

APPENDIX B

VOCABULARY NOTES
Steps in the criminal justice process

The major steps in processing a criminal case are as follows:
1. Investigation_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

search__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

probableecause__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Arrest_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

probableecause_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Prosecution________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Indictment_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

probableecause_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Information________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Arraignment________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Pretrialldetention___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

bail________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Pleaabargaining____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Trial//adjudicationnoffguilt___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

guilttbeyonddaareasonableedoubt______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Sentencing_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Appeals___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. Punishment________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

rehabilitation________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

APPENDIX C

Steps in a Criminal Trial Vocabulary Worksheet

1. Probable Cause
2. Indictment
3. Arraignment
4. Prosecution

5. Defendant

6. Bail/Bond
7. Plea
8. Plea Bargain
9. Jury
10.  Appeal
11.  Verdict
12.  Sentencing
A.
A verdict is overturned and the case returns to trial court for retrial.
     B.
a fine, probation, a period of incarceration in a correctional institution, such as a 


jail or prison or some combination of supervision in the community and 


incarceration. 
C.  The legal requirement for an arrest. It means that there is a reasonable link 
between a specific person and a particular crime.

D.
A judgment of guilt or innocence by a judge or jury

E.
A panel of 12 peers who will decide the guilt or innocence of the defendant

F.    A statement of guilt or innocence by the defendant

G.
Person indicted for a criminal offence 

H.  An amount of money paid by a defendant to ensure he or she will show up for a 


trial
I.
The first appearance before a judge when the defendant enters an initial plea
J.
A formal charge against a defendant of a criminal offence

K. 
The attorney representing the state or government in a criminal trial

L.
The defendant agrees to plead guilty in exchange for a charge reduction or 


sentence reduction
APPENDIX D

i-CLICKER Mini-Assessment for Ventures Civics, Lesson 77

1.  What are the three court systems in the United States?

A) Supreme, District, and State

B) Federal, State, and Local

C) Family, Property, Criminal

D) Civil, Criminal, and Supreme

2. Which court would hear a case involving a dispute between North and South Carolina over water rights?

A) Federal

B) State

C) Local

3.  Which court would hear a case involving a divorce?

A) Federal

B) State

C) Local

4. Which court would hear a case involving a speeding ticket?

A) Federal

B) State

C) Local

APPENDIX E

I-clicker Preview Questions for court system videos:

Before viewing each video, students will use their clickers to answer one or two questions related to the content of the video they are about to see.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iYqpoylpk-o (Criminal Arrest:  Stages of a Criminal Case)

What is the correct sequence of steps in a criminal trial?

A)  Arrest, Trial, Plea Bargain, Appeal, Sentencing, Arraignment

B) Arraignment, Arrest, Plea Bargain, Trial, Appeal, Sentencing

C) Arrest, Plea Bargain, Sentencing, Trial, Arraignment, Appeal

D) Arrest, Arraignment, Plea Bargain, Trial, Sentencing, Appeal

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnVq0znDml8&feature=related (How Does the Criminal Jury Trial Process Work?)

The ______ decides whether a person in innocent or guilty

A) Judge

B) Jury

C) Bailiff

D) Arresting Officer

________  % of the jurors in a criminal trial must agree on guilt or innocence.

A) 100

B) More than 50

C) 75

D) 50

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jJE-oDbdLAw&feature=related  (Difference between Felony and Misdemeanor)

True or False:  A misdemeanor is punishable only by a fine.

True or False:  A felony is the most serious level of crime and is punishable by prison. 

APPENDIX F

I-Clicker Quiz for Steps in a Criminal Trial

1. The attorney representing the state or government in a criminal trial is:

a. Prosecutor

b. Defense

c. Bondsman

d. Foreman

2. The statement of guilt or innocence given by a defendant at arraignment is a:

a. Plea

b. Verdict

c. Probable cause

d. Indictment

3. The request to overturn the original trial verdict and return the case for a retrial is an:

a. Indictment

b. Verdict

c. Appeal

d. Sentence

4. A fine, period of probation, or incarceration in a prison or jail is a:

a. Indictment

b. Verdict

c. Plea

d. Sentence

5. The legal requirement for an arrest. It means that there is a reasonable link between a specific person and a particular crime.

a. Verdict

b. Probable cause

c. Indictment

d. Plea

6. A panel of 12 peers who will decide the guilt or innocence of a defendant is a:

a. Jury

b. Prosecutor

c. Judge

d. Indictment

7. An amount of money paid by a defendant to ensure he or she will show up for a 

Trial is:

a. Plea
b. Verdict
c. Indictment
d. Bail
8. The person charged with committing a criminal offence is:

a. Prosecutor

b. Defendant

c. Indictment

d. Verdict

9. A formal charge against a defendant of a criminal offence

a. Verdict

b. Probable cause

c. Plea

d. indictment

10. The defendant first appears before a judge and enters a plea 

a. Arraignment

b. Probable cause

c. Verdict

d. Sentence

11.  The defendant agrees to plead guilty in exchange for a sentence reduction or charge reduction

a. Arraignment

b. Indictment

c. Plea

d. Plea bargain

12.  The decision of guilt or innocence by a judge or jury is a/an:

a. Indictment

b. Verdict

c. Arraignment

d. Appeal

